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Rol |l call!

Faridul Anwar Farinordin
ALL together now. Arny style.

Left, left, left, right, left. Left, left, left, right, left

So, are you ready to fall in line? Are you prepared to nmake that rol
call at the break of dawn and assenble in the norning dew? Are you geared
up to be recruited and |l end three nonths of your life to the nationa
service?

On Thursday | ast week, Defence Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak
announced Mal aysi an youths will soon be required to join the nationa
service which includes mlitary training. Qurs will be a "nodified"
version of the one inplenented in Singapore.

Proposed by the Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, the
programme is ained at inculcating the spirit of patriotismand character-
buil ding in the young, and pronoting racial integration.

The participation will be made conmpul sory to all school |eavers i.e.

t hose who have conpleted the Sijil Pel ajaran Ml aysia and are waiting for
their exam nation results.

A special commttee has already been set up to study the matter.

Are those nobans and groans we hear?

Don't be too upset. Fromwhat we've gathered, the proposed nationa
service offers many a good thing. You d be surprised at how rmuch you can
benefit fromit!

In Thailand, where a simlar national service progranme has been
i npl enented (sel ection through balloting), many enpl oyers actually favour
candi dat es who have received mlitary training over others who haven't.

"When screening job applicants, nost enployers ask for proof of
participation in the national service," said Pakavat Chaisatit, 18, from
Bangkok.

Pakavat added that in Thailand, those who have reached 21, woul d gat her
at district offices all over the country each year to draw a ticket which
det erm nes whet her they have been chosen for the two-year stint.

"A black card neans you are excused fromjoining the mlitary service. A
red card means enlistnment in the armed forces,” he said, adding that young
Buddhi st nonks are exenpted fromthis exercise.

CGerman teenager Dom ni k van Kranenbrock, 19, said the conpul sory
nati onal service in his country has hel ped inpart new skills to young
peopl e and provide a base for a career

Under the programre, school |eavers have a choice of applying for
mlitary training or social/comunity progranmes. The progranmes run for
ni ne nonths and 10 nont hs respectively.

"Those who opt for military training can al so choose to do their degrees
while serving the arnmy. Wat's good about this is that upon graduation
you will be offered jobs within the mlitary departnments,” he said.

German youngsters are required to undergo a nedi cal check-up upon
conpletion of their Abitur exam the equivalent of Britain's A-levels.
Only after they have been certified fit can they enrol in either
pr ogr ame.

Van Kranenbrock has opted to enrol hinself in the community service
sector, where he will be provided with a car to help ferry old and needy
people in the nearby villages, and assist themw th their daily chores.

"This woul d include running errands, washing their clothes, buying
groceries, cleaning their houses and maki ng sure they get their nedication



anong ot her things," he said, adding that he is required to wite a daily
report for his supervisor

"I chose the social service over the army because | like to hel p people.
This way, | can also help build ny self-confidence," said the teenager who
comes froma village called Herzogenaurach in the southeast of Germany.

He will also get free accommodati on and a daily all owance of between
Euro 7-9 (RW6. 60 and RMB4.20) for food and cl ot hing.

O her areas of social service include working in hospitals and ot her
wel fare and heal th organi sations such as the Red Cross.

Van Kranenbrock al so said that Gernan youngsters are required to
conplete their preferred disciplines before they reach 25, "so you have a
choi ce of either conpleting your degree first or doing it later.”

Simlarly, Italy offers charity work as an alternative to mlitary life.

Captain Adriano Sarto of the Italian Navy and Defence Attache at the
Enbassy of the Republic of Italy in Kuala Lunpur said, currently,
youngst ers between 18 and 20 can choose between the 10-nonth nationa
mlitary service and the one-year civilian service.

However, by 2007, the compulsory mlitary service will be abolished,
giving way to voluntary recruitment.

"Many feel that this mandatory service is a waste of time and noney
because we cannot train themor achieve nuch in such a short tine frane,"
he said.

Unli ke countries like Singapore, Geece, Korea, lran, Turkey and Mexico
which offer only uniformed forces, Germany and Italy provide an
alternative.

In Singapore, where its conpul sory national service has been inpl enented
for the last 35 years, recruits wake up at 5.30am every norning.

"We start with five basic exercises including running. After breakfast,
we have our practical and theoretical classes in the various units we have
been assigned to," said Ziad Qrar, 22, who is attached to the infantry
unit in the arnmny.

Joining the arny is only conpul sory for nmal e Singaporeans aged 18 and
above. Those who conplete high school are required to serve for two years
whi l e those who opt to continue with their studies after school wll have
to sign up for two and a half years upon graduation

Apart fromthe army, other uniformed bodies that one can enrol in are
t he navy, police and civil defence. Those who are not fit to undergo the
rigorous training can opt for adm nistrative work.

"My parents said that | have changed for the better since joining the
arnmy. | used to be a very shy person but now ny social skills have
i nproved i nrensely. The training has hel ped boost my confidence."

At the army canp, Ziad shares his bunker with those from other races.
"We treat each other |ike brothers because we go though a | ot of things
t oget her, good tinmes and bad".

"Being with the army has taught me to have trust in others, regardless
of their background, race or religion. On ny part, |, too, would put ny
l[ife on the [ine for them" he said.

"Joining the arny al so teaches me to love ny country nore than | ever
have. W learn to respect the national flag every norning and evening," he
sai d.

Patriotismis also the main focus of the programre in South Korea.

Korean reporter Nam Koong, 27, explains: "W start with either koong ik
gun noo (social service) or gun bok mobo (military training) on reaching
18, for a maxi mum period of 26 nonths.

"After this, we have to undergo a mlitary refresher course for 40 hours
every year for seven years. Pursuant to this there is a 40-hour-a-year
patrioti smcourse which each citizen is supposed to conplete until he



reaches 40," he said.

Penalty for those who try to escape the call of duty? Ajail sentence
for the duration of the national service, which |asts between six and 26
nont hs!

In other countries too, there is a penalty for running away from serving
your country.

"I'n Mexico, your right to vote may be denied and you won't get an
i nternational passport if you escape from serving your country. You nmay
also find it difficult to get any job in the country,” said a
t went ysonet hi ng Mexi can, Jorge Eduardo

In sone countries, those who have been granted pernanent resident status
are also required to serve. therwise, it may be w t hdrawn!

Stiff penalties, which are yet to be announced, also await those who
i gnore call-ups when the conpul sory national service is inplenmented in the
country.

But don't worry if you are planning to pursue your studies, our
Governnment has ensured all that the service will not disrupt the youths'
tertiary educati on and enpl oynment pl ans.

And since our "nodified" national service will not focus solely on
mlitary training, young wonen will also be required to participate.

Yes, we are tal ki ng about 450, 194 youngsters (based on the nunber of SPM
| eavers) who will be eligible for the service every year, of whom 226, 312
are mal e and 223, 882 fenal e.

It has been suggested that the programme could be inplenented in stages,
t hrough various State-level CGovernnent agencies such as the Education
M nistry and the Youth and Sports Mnistry.

Now, stop your whining or do 50 push-ups, privatel!
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