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Terror- Pact
ANTI - TERROR PACT WTH M SI A, | NDONESI A QUESTI ONED

Mani |l a May 22 (Bernama) -- The Philippines' newWy signed anti-terror
pact with Ml aysia and | ndonesi a has rai sed questi ons on whether it needs
senate ratification to nake it |egally binding.

Opposition senators brought it up after they noted that the accord,

i nked during President Joria Arroyo's May 7 visit to Kuala Lunpur, would
i npose obligations on the Philippines.

These include joint security operations across borders, intelligence
sharing, joint mlitary exercises, freezing of suspected terrorist funds
and ot her forns of security cooperation, they said.

The agreenent was signed by | ndonesian Foreign M nister Hassan
W raj uda, Mal aysian Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hanmi d Al bar and
Phili ppine Interior Secretary Jose Lina Jr.

It ainms to establish a framework to facilitate cooperation to address
border and security incidents, terrorism piracy, trafficking of womren and
children, transnational crines, and other illegal activities.

Arroyo and Mal aysian Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
wi t nessed the signing of the agreenent called "Informtion Exchange and
Est abl i shment of Communi cation Procedures.”

Qpposition | awmakers said the deal involved | aw enforcenment and arnmed
forces agenci es and hence, woul d require congressional action. But Foreign
Secretary Teofisto Guingona rul ed out any need for a senate ratification to
make t he accord enforceabl e.

"If there are no basic policy changes, and there are no | aw changes or
constitutional requirements, there is no need for a senate ratification,"”
he sai d.

Hi s reaction cane after the senate initiated | ast Monday an inquiry
regarding the trilateral pact which seeks to strengthen anti-terror
cooperation anmong the Philippines, Mlaysia and | ndonesi a.

But Gui ngona, also the country's vice president, said he wel coned the
i nquiry, saying "the senators have their own interpretation" of the
agr eenent
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