07 MAY 2002
Mahat hi r - Rot at i on
SAPP CAN SUBM T PROPCSAL ON ROTATI ON SYSTEM SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, May 7 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today t hat the Sabah Progressive Party (SAPP) can subnit its
proposal pertaining to the systemof rotation for the Sabah chi ef
m nister's post to the Barisan Nasi onal (BN) at national |evel.

Dr Mahathir, who is BN chairman, said that the biggest party in the
state, Umo, was given preference but the SAPP could submt its proposal if
it wants any party to be given the post.

"l do not know whet her they have agreed to conduct a review. They can
conduct a reviewbut we (BN) have nodified it (rotation system in view of
the fact that Umo is the biggest party and play a very significant role in
Sabah.

"Even t hough we have a rotation system it is unlike before. This
Chi nese party now hol ds t he post, then Umo, then t he Kadazan (party) and
then Umo again," he told a news conference after delivering his keynote
address at the Sevent h Conference of Mnisters of Endownent and I sl amic
Affairs here.

Dr Mahathir, who is al so Umo president, was asked to comrent on a
statenment by SAPP presi dent Datuk Yong Teck Lee | ast Sunday that the BN
nmust deci de before the next state el ection whether to continue with the
rotation systemor toreplace it with a new formul a.

The rotation systemwas i ntroduced when t he BN t ook over the hel mof
the state governnment in March 1994 to enabl e | eaders of the Muslim
Bumi put era, Chinese and non-Misl i mBumi putera comunities to assunme the
post of chief minister for a two-year termeach.

Slight nodifications were made | ast year when Dat uk Chong Kah Ki at
assuned the post.

Under the new format, the post will still be rotated every two years
but Umo | eaders will take turns to hold the post with | eaders of the two
ot her communiti es.

For exanple, on expiry of the termof the | eader of the Chinese party
next March, the post will be assunmed by an Umo | eader who will be replaced
by a | eader fromthe non-MislimBun putera conmunity and on expiry of his
term it will again be assuned by an Umo | eader.

Sabah Umo |iai son chairnman Dat uk Musa Aman sai d at the sanme function
that they shoul d discuss the nmatter because any nove that woul d benefit the
peopl e woul d be consi der ed.

Tan Sri Bernard Dompok, president of another BN component party in the
state, United Pasok Monmogun Kadazandusun Murut Organi sation, said that it
was a good idea to discuss the rotation system
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