28/ 01/ 2002

Rot ax | aunches new 125cc engi ne, chassis

MALAYSI A was picked by kart engi ne manufacturers Rotax as a venue to
[ aunch their brand new 125cc engi ne and chassis design in Langkawi | ast
ni ght .

Called the 125 Max DD2, Rotax's sal es and marketing nmanager Manfred
Wei garber said the latest version is a bridge between the two-stroke and
t he four-stroke engine.

"This nmodel is created in anticipation of the four-stroke engi ne
regul ation, which is currently being considered by world governi ng body
the International Karting Comm ssion (ClK)," he said.

"In order to get the best out of the engine, we have designed a new
chassis using the latest in design and construction technol ogy. The new
kart is now even closer to F1 cars as drivers are able to shift gears by
using levers on the steering wheel ."

The | aunchi ng, which was held in conjunction with the Rotax Wrld
Final s, was witnessed by Sports M nister Datuk H shanmuddi n Hussein. At
the Morac International Karting Circuit yesterday, Rotax took the
opportunity to show off their |atest machine to Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad.

The Finals, which featured 74 drivers from 29 countries, exclusively
utilised the standard Rotax FR125 engi ne, which were distributed to
conpetitors fresh fromthe box on Thursday.

Since no nodifications were allowed to be nmade to the engi nes, which can
be fitted to any honol ogated 100cc chassis, the conmpetition was fairly
bal anced. Rotax have al so created a strong marketing foothold in South
East Asia through the annual Mal aysi an Max Chal | enge five-round
chanpi onshi p, whi ch picks Mal aysian drivers for the Finals.
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