05 JuL 2002

ROUSI NG VELCOVE AWAI TS DR MAHATHI R I N S§" WAK ON MONDAY

KUCHI NG July 5 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and his wife, Datin Seri Dr Hasmah Mohanmed Ali, will be given a
rousi ng wel conme upon their arrival here on Monday for a one-day visit to
Sar awak.

A Sarawak | nformation Departnent statenent here says 8,000 to 10, 000
people fromall wal ks of Iife are expected to converge on the Kuching
International Airport to show their undivided support to the prine
m ni ster.

They will be led by Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahnud and his
wi fe, Datuk Amar Laila, Deputy Chief Mnisters Tan Sri Dr George Chan and
Tan Sri Al fred Jabu, federal and state cabinet mnisters, political and
community | eaders, senior governent officers and | ocal dignitaries.

The prinme mnister will be accorded a traditional wel coni ng cerenobny
perfornmed by the various ethnic groups in Sarawak.

Dr Mahathir is scheduled to open Parti Pesaka Bum putera Bersatu's
(PBB) 10th general assenbly in Santubong, about 35km fromhere, and the
RV6O million Masjid Janek (MASJA) building in Petra Jaya.

He will also witness the signing of a Menorandum of Understandi ng (MoU)
on an oil pal mventure between Lenbaga Amanah Kebaji kan Masjid Negeri
Sar awak (LAKWNS) and Austral Entrprises Sdn Bhd and attend a comunity
di nner.
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