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DON' T HARP ON OLD RECORD OF BI LATERAL | SSUES, GCH TELLS MALAYSI A

By: Tham Choy Lin

SI NGAPCRE, March 15 (Bernama) -- Amid renewed strain in bilateral ties,
Si ngapore Prine M nister Goh Chok Tong has descri bed managi ng rel ations
with Mal aysi a as a chall enge and said the two will benefit imrensely by
wor ki ng cl osely to tackl e conmon chal | enges i nstead of "playing the old
record of bilateral issues.”

"Recently, there has been a barrage of criticisns agai nst Singapore,
both in the Mal aysi an nedi a and i n the Mal aysian Parlianent. | n many
i nstances, the facts were wong, onmtted or twisted,” he told a grassroots
gat hering tonight.

Goh said he was still trying to fathomthe nedi a barrage, addi ng that
Singapore too had its sensitivities but it would not engage in a battle of
words as it woul d be "an unproductive, endl ess exerci se".

Taki ng i ssue with a Mal aysi an journalist who he said had belittled
Si ngapore as an "irritating pinple that refuses to burst", Goh said: "
suppose Si ngapore's refusal to play younger brother irritates him"

He said the remark harked back to former | ndonesi an president Habibie's
di sm ssive description of Singapore as "alittle red dot".

"Let us quietly resolve to showthemthis '"pinple' is actually a beauty
spot and this 'red dot', a treasured ruby," he said.

Goh's diatribe canme a day after his deputy Lee Hsi en Loong ended a
four-day visit to Mal aysi a duri ng whi ch he nmet Mal aysi an | eaders, incl uding
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad, and the i ssue of Singapore's
I and reclamation in the Straits of Johor was di scussed.

Over the past two weeks, the land reclamati on matter has added to a
list of spats between the two countries with Ml aysia voicing fears that
Si ngapore's activities would narrowthe wat erway t hat separates t hemand
af f ect shi ppi ng, ecol ogy and the livelihood of fishernmenin the area.

Si ngapore has repeatedly said the recl anati on was done withinits
rights and according to international |aw

During his visit, Lee said that Singapore was prepared to consider
Mal aysi a's views and had asked Kual a Lunpur to send a note on its concerns.

Si ngapore nedi a have reported Lee as saying that both sides have | ess
roomto manoeuvre now because the | and recl amati on i ssue had been pl ayed up
by the Ml aysi an nedi a.

"We do not seek a confrontation and it is a pity it has been bl own up
i n the Mal aysi an newspapers,” he was quot ed as sayi ng.

As a result, even if Singapore nmade adjustnents, it would face
gquestions fromits own people why it was backi ng down, Lee said.

Apart fromthe | and recl anation i ssue, the two countries still have to
resol ve an agreed package of outstandi ng i ssues that i ncludes a new wat er
suppl y agreenent for Singapore and the redevel opment of Mal aysi an- owned
railway | and here.

The package was reached bet ween Goh and Dr Mahathir in Decenber 1998
but negoti ati ons have stall ed over the contentious price of water for the
new agr eenment .

The Si ngapore deputy prenmier said Dr Mahathir had sent a letter to
Si ngapore Seni or M ni ster Lee Kuan Yew on new proposal s and a fresh fornul a
for the water pricing and Si ngapore was studyi ng them

The senior Lee had visited Kuala Lunpur twi ce to discuss the package
with Dr Mahathir.

Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysi a was worki ng on a new settl ement package and



it respected Singapore's position not to negotiate it through the press.
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