29/ 01/ 2002
Super Shahriman surprises rivals

G en Peters

TWELVE- YEAR- OLD Shahri man Rusdee Morshi di upstaged ol der competitors by
wi nni ng the BMX bicycle stunt park final event, giving Ml aysia the
perfect start to the Asian X-Ganes Qualifier at the KLCC Park yesterday.

Conpeting in the Junior X-Ganes, which continues today and wil |l
culmnate in the Asian Ganes for senior athletes, Shahriman performed in
what | ooked like a super turn in the air that saw hi manmass 92. 75 points,
1. 75 ahead of Thai conpetitor Nuttapol Suwannatat and 7.25 better than
Zameer Abdul Malik of Singapore.

Shariman is now in the driver's seat but will have to do well in the
best trick event today to win the gold nedal, a feat never achi eved by any
Mal aysi an bef ore.

The nmedals will be awarded based on the accumul ated park final and best
trick event scores.

Shariman, a native of Sibu, Sarawak, said he felt confident prior to
yesterday' s event.

"I was very confident today (yesterday), | guess ny experience in Phuket
in 2000 hel ped. I amconfident of a good showing in the best trick final
that will decide the nmedal winners," said Shariman in Kuala Lunpur
yest er day.

Shahriman's father Mdrshidi Jalil, who is also national coach, was proud
of his son's achievenent, and feels he has a good chance of w nning the
gold nmedal if he finishes first or second in today's event.

Favourite Wan Malick Wan Al dam Hassan and Mbhanmed Sharizad Asri
qualified for the final of the boul dering event yesterday.

The top ten finishers in the semfinal qualified for today's final.

"I amvery happy that two of our clinbers, Wan Malick and Mohaned
Sharizad qualified for the final. Based on the strength of the
conpetitors, | was only expecting Wan Malick to qualify for the final,k™
sai d national coach Shahreeza Salim yesterday.

"It would be good if we win the gold and silver tonorrow. "

An estimated 15,000 people cane for the opening cerenony which was
of ficiated by Malaysian Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhaned
yest er day.

Results - Bicycle Park Final: 1 Shahri man Rusdee (Mas) 92.75 pts, 2
Nut t apol Suwannatat (Tha) 91.0, 3 Zaneer Abdul Malik (Sin) 85.50, 4
Mohamed Fauzi Salleh (Mas) 82.75, 5 Shih-Yun Huang (Tai) 81.75, (tie)
Prachaya Ai ansa-ard (Tha) 81.75.

Boul dering junior boys semifinal (top 10 qualify for final): M ng Hong
Lee (HK) average 100 percent score, 2 Ja Bee Kim (S Kor) 100 percent, 3
Thomas Farrell (Aus) 100 percent, 4 Timd arke (Aus), 5 Van Mlick Wan
Al dam Hassan (Mas) 100 percent, 6 M ng Chong Lee (HK) 100 percent, 7
Chrisper John D. Ruega (Phi) 95.45 percent, 8 Mhaned Sharizad Asri 88. 46
percent, 9 Meizan Di andra Nataadi ni ngrat (1ndon) 76.92 percent, 10 Victor
See CH n Han (Sin) 76.92 percent.
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