26/ 11/ 2002
RTD ticked of f over MyKad i nci dent

Ram an Sai d

PUTRAJAYA, Mon. - An irate Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi today told off
the the Road Transport Departnent for refusing to accept the MyKad as
proof of a valid driving licence.

The Deputy Prine Mnister said the departnment's stand that notorists had
to produce their driving Iicence on request by RTID staff would lead to
conf usi on.

"I am puzzled as to why the RTD i ssued such a statenent. The MyKad is a
gover nment docunment whi ch shoul d be accepted,” he said on the case
i nvol ving a finance manager who was sl apped with a summons by the Negri
Senbilan RTD for failing to produce his driving |licence despite having a
MyKad.

Chung Ki ng Keong was stopped during a traffic operation at Km of Tel uk
Kemang in Port Dickson three days ago where RTD officers denanded his
driving licence.

He had explained that his driving licence in the MyKad coul d be detected
using a card reader but to no avail

The State RTD enforcenment spokesnman was quoted as saying that notorists
shoul d produce their driving licences during traffic operations even if
they had their MyKad.

Speaki ng after chairing the National Finance Council at the Finance
M ni stry, Abdullah, who is Home Mnister, said such a problem should not
have surfaced.

"If one agency is questioning the nove now, then it is difficult to
accept ...l consider it is done in bad faith.

"If they are not happy with certain things, they should approach the
Nati onal Regi stration Departnent for clarification

"W have stated that MyKad shoul d be accepted and now one agency is
saying the opposite. It creates unnecessary confusion anong the public at
a tine when the Governnent is working hard to get all Ml aysians to use
the card.”

Mal aysia is the first country to introduce the MyKad, a multi-purpose
smart card based on chip technol ogy and bionmetrics with high security
f eat ures.

It contains information of the holder, including birth certificate
details and information for dealing with governnment agencies.

Addi tional applications such as ATM MEPS cash and Touch "n Go will also
be incorporated. Sonme 1.3 nillion MyKad have been issued so far

Meanwhi | e, Abdul | ah said foreign investors and tourists should not be
i nfluenced by a United States' travel advisory which has warned of
possi ble terror strikes in Ml aysia.

He said foreigners, especially Mlaysia's neighbours, were aware of the
true situation in the country and the Governnment's determ nation in
mai nt ai ni ng peace and security.

"We are concerned that travel advisories issued by sone countries for
their citizens mght influence other nationals against visiting Ml aysia.
But at the sane tine, we are confident people know that Ml aysia is safe
and peaceful ," he said.

Abdul | ah, who is also Honme M nister, said the Treasury had been directed
to nonitor any possible effect of the advisories on investnent and touri st
arrival s.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad had rapped the US, saying



it was tantanount to econom c sabot age.

"Even though the country is safe, the Government cannot just ignore the
advisories. W will continue to nonitor their effect particularly on
tourist arrival," Abdullah said.

He acknow edged that Americans did not constitute the bulk of tourists
to Mal aysia but said others mght believe the warning.

Asked whet her the Governnent should issue a statenent advising non-
Americans to ignore the warning, Abdullah said reservations expressed by
Mal aysi an | eaders including fromDr Mahathir, were sufficient.

"We have said earlier that the advi sory was unacceptable. The Prine
M ni ster has spoken about it and fromthe various statenments, it is enough
to assure other nationals that the warning is basel ess and unwarranted.”
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