28 JUL 2002
Ger akan- Chi nese
CHI NESE- BASED BN PARTI ES SHOULD DI SCUSS NATI ONAL | SSUES

| POH, July 28 (Bernama) -- Gerakan hopes that all Chinese-based Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) component parties can sit down and di scuss i ssues affecting
the country.

CGer akan president Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng Yai k said today that many
i ssues needed to be jointly di scussed by the BN Chi nese-based conponent
parties for the good of the nation.

He said Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s concern over
t he probl emof racial segregati on anong t he young generati on showed t hat
t he probl emhad reached serious proportions.

"The prine mnister's statement that the young peopl e of various races
are not interacting with each other shows that he is trying to project the
reality inthe country. Heis brave to state the truth,"” he told reporters
after opening the Perak Gerakan del egat es conference, here.

The parties fromthe various races should also be willing to resolve
the problembefore it worsened, he said.

Dr Mahat hir spoke at | ength on the probl emwhen openi ng t he MCA gener al
assenbly in Kual a Lunpur yest erday.

Limsaid that issues |ike the Vision School concept and t he teachi ng of
Sci ence and Mat hematics in English in schools should be thrashed out.

Thr ough di scussions, a joint stand coul d be forged by Umo and the
Chi nese-based BN conponents, he sai d.

"Cerakan had a neeting with the MCA two weeks ago to discuss the use of
English in teaching Sci ence and Mat hematices in Chinese schools and will
al so neet the other conponent parties in Sabah and Sarawak to reach a j oi nt
stand, " he said.

He al so said that the party would not not allowextrem smto creep into
politics in the country.

"W agree with Umo's efforts to overcone the problemof religious
extrem smanong t he opposition parties, especially PAS. W arewillingto
cooperate wi th ot her BN conponent parties,” he said.
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