21/ 11/ 2002

Resol ve probl ens anmi cably, BN parties told

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Barisan Nasional parties should resolve any problens
they face "internally and am cably", the coalition's secretary-general
sai d today.

Tan Sri Mbhanmed Rahmat said nmenbers should use their wi sdom and
di scretion to conme to a conprom se and not let mnor conflicts threaten
the stability of their parties.

"Though we wel cone the decision by the Sarawak BN to accept the new y-
formed Sarawak Progressive Denocratic Party (SPDP) as its fourth nmenber,
other parties should not regard this as a precedent.™

He said | eaving a conponent party and form ng anot her was not the best
way to resolve a dispute.

Yest erday, Sarawak BN chairman and Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Taib
Mahmud said there was no problemin accepting SPDP to the BN fold.

"Since the matter involved a conmponent party in Sarawak, we felt it was
only proper that the State BN deci de whether to accept or reject it,"
Mohanmed Rahmat sai d.

"Now t hat they have decided, | will informBN chairman Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad of the outcone.”

In normal circunstances, Mhaned Rahmat said, what was agreed at the
State |l evel would al so be approved at the Federal |evel.

"The decision augurs well for growth and prosperity in Sarawak.

"They still have a lot of work to do, especially in ternms of devel opnent
and their decision to accept SPDP is a wi se one, especially in the
i nterest of the people,” he added.
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