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Sport s- Badni nton (1 ndra)
RUNNERS- UP SPOT NOT GOOD ENOUGH, SAYS | NDRA

By: Handan Saai d

GUAN&ZHQU, May 20 (Bernama) -- Indra Gunawan, who had won the Thomas
Cup three tinmes during his coaching stint with I ndonesia, is not happy with
t he second spot finish by Malaysia in the 2002 Thomas Fi nal s whi ch
concl uded yest er day.

He said Mal aysia had a gl ori ous opportunity to regain the coveted
trophy after Lee Tsuen Seng defeated Taufi k Hi dayat in the second singles
to give Malaysia a 2-1 |ead.

"To ne, becom ng runners-up is not good enough.

"W m ssed a gol den opportunity. The | ndonesi an pl ayers t hensel ves
admitted that after being 1-2 down, they thought their chances of w nning
were only 25-75," he said.

Indra said the I ndonesi ans | ooked gl oomfol | owi ng Taufi k's defeat but
they regained their spirit after Hali mHaryanto/ Tri kus Haryant o beat Choong
Tan Fook/Lee Wan WAh to | evel the score 2-2.

The 55-year-old coach | ed I ndonesia to Thomas Cup triunphs in 1994
(Jakarta), 1996 and 1998 (both played i n Hong Kong).

I ndra began training the national squad early last year and his
two-year contract with the Badm nton Associ ati on of Ml aysia (BAM and
Nati onal Sports Council (NSC) expires this Decenber.

Asked on the possibility that he may return to | ndonesia after his
contract ended, Indra said he had yet to think about it as he wanted to
focus on his tasks with the Ml aysi an squad.

However I ndra indicated that if such scenari o happened, then he woul d
not be directly involved in training and preferred to act as advi ser or
coachi ng director.

"I amgetting old. | may no | onger be able to withstand all these
pressures. If | stay back in the shadows may be | will not be under so nuch
pressure,” he said.

Indra al so said if Ml aysia had won the Thomas Cup, he had dreant of
appl yi ng for permanent resident's status and took pictures with Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad and wife Datin Seri Dr Hasmah Mohd
Al'i as well as his favourite singer Siti Nurhali za.

"But all of these (dreanms) were dashed. If we have (wi n) the Cup, then
can take phot ographs with them " he said repeatedly.
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