18/ 08/ 2002

Runour of Singapore PM quitting makes the rounds

| T appears that specul ation that Singapore Prime M nister Goh Chok Tong
may announce his decision to step down in favour of his deputy Lee Hsien
Loong has been naking the rounds in the republic.

This was the subject of a report |ast Wednesday in The Straits Tinmes
whi ch saw anal yst Chua Lee Hoong saying that the rumour mll may have been
wor ki ng overtime due to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s
announcenment that he will retire next Cctober

And the grapevine had it that the perfect forumfor such an announcenent
could be the National Day rally today.

Saying that this did not nake sense, the witer added that one reason
why Goh woul d not step down soon was that he would want to see bilatera
ties remain on an even keel when Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badaw takes
over fromDr Mahathir.

And what will Singapore Prime Mnister Goh Chok Tong tell his audience
at the state of the nation address today?

According to the The Straits Tines, he nmay take the opportunity to
report any alteration in the econom c situation

"And, certainly, many will hope that he gives sone clarity to the
picture,"” a report said, adding that in the |ast few nonths, Singaporeans
had been inundated with confusing reports on the situation

The Straits Tines, neanwhile, engaged in a little bit of chest-thunping,
al beit in an oblique manner, when it carried letters fromreaders
congratulating it on winning the title of "Newspaper of the Year in the
Pacific R n'.

Jeffrey Law Lee Beng, in his letter headlined "Straits Times scores on
inpartiality", said the newspaper had been inpartial and balanced inits
forei gnnews coverage and anal ysis, especially in the region

On the local front, he said it had been able to "connect with the |oca
community and efforts in nationbuilding"

Law al | eged that newspapers in nei ghbouring countries (read Ml aysi a)
invariably carried negative reports on Singapore.

"Wirse still, facts are distorted to paint an unfavourable view of our
peopl e and CGovernment, so much so | begin to lose faith in them" he
| anent ed, adding that there was no bias in the way The Straits Ti nes
covered stories without fear or favour

I n anot her devel opnent, a recent statement by former Deputy Prine
M ni ster Tan Sri Miusa Hitamthat Ml aysia borrowed several ideas from
Si ngapore in the 1980s may be food for thought.

There may be sonmething to Singapore's effort to encourage the average
man in the street to learn the | anguages of his fellow citizens.

The Straits Tines carried a report on Tuesday about a 50-year-old nan of
Chi nese origin learning useful Tam | phrases.

According to the newspaper, l|learning the | anguage of a person from
another race is the best way to relate to that person and start a
friendship.
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