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PM GO can be used as a weapon

Rarml an Sai d; Ham dah Atan

MALACCA, Thurs. - G| can be turned into an effective weapon and defence
for the Islamic world, but the edge has not been exploited because Mislim
oi | producing countries are disunited, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said
t oday.

The Prime Mnister said with Mislimcountries being major producers, the
commodity could be used to their advantage as oil was needed by the rest
of the world.

But Dr Mahathir said this was not the case as the countries bickered
anong t hensel ves.

"I'f they cut supply, then people will not be so oppressive agai nst them
But they quarrel ...when one party wants to cut supply, another increases
his and in the end, we cannot use oil as a weapon.™

The Prime Mnister said this at a Press conference after opening the
third Malay and Islamc Wrld Convention at Riviera Bay Resort.

He was el aborating on his remarks at a dial ogue earlier where he said
Musl i ms must have strategic programmes and plans in countering the
oppression and chal | enges facing them

Musl i m countries were weak because they depended on non-Mislim nations
for various things, he said, but added that the situation could be
reversed if oil was nade a weapon.

On the failure of Opec to use oil as a |leverage, Dr Mahathir said sone
menbers of the organi sati on were non-Mislimcountri es.

"So, it is up to Muslimcountries to do what they can.™

On views that the United States was keen to invade Iraq so that it would
have control over its oil reserves, Dr Mahathir said while it could not be
denied that Iraqg was an oil producing country, control of Afghanistan was
nore significant.

"This is because oil from Central Asia cannot reach the sea w thout
passi ng t hrough Afghani stan. That's why sonme say the enmty against the
country is because it refused to allow the pipeline to be built through
Af ghani stan. "

At the dial ogue, a Singaporean Mal ay partici pant sought the Prine
M nister's advice for the conmunity in the republic.

Dr Mahathir said their situation canme about because they were a minority
but this should not stop themfromstriving for excellence in whatever
fields they chose.

He said Mal ays in Ml aysi a shoul d ponder the fate of their brothers in
the city state, warning that it could happen to themif they failed to
| earn from history.

He said sone quarters contended that Malays in Singapore were better off
conpared to Mal ays in Ml aysia.

He said: "I do not know the basis being used but I would |ike to ask how
many Mal ays in Singapore have been nmade generals in the army or chief
secretaries of mnistries.”

On his conmrent that "might is right”, hence Mislins nmust energe
stronger, Dr Mahathir said the Pal estinians, who were robbed of their
honel and, did nothing wong but continued to be oppressed because they
were weak.

He said the powerful would not be oppressed. For exanple, the West
opposed communi smbut it nade no attenpt to oppress the comuni st bl oc.

He said the solution rested in Miuslimcountries being | ess dependent on



power ful nations, which would inevitably set conditions and dictate terns
for any assistance rendered.

"When we borrow, we are subject to their ternms. There is no need for us
to become superpowers but we should be | ess dependent on others.™

To a suggestion that those oppressed would one day retaliate, Dr
Mahat hir said they did not have to resort to violence but instead free
t hensel ves by acquiring know edge.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir said the Ml ays and Miuslins were now under siege
and oppressed not because of their wongs but because they were weak.

In today's world where "might is right", he said power would legitimse
everyt hi ng.

"We can't hope for justice and synpathy from ot her people,” he said.
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