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Si ngapor e- Mal aysi a
RECLAVATI ON W THI N OUR RI GHTS AND | NTERNATI ONAL LAW SAYS SI NGAPORE

By: Tham Choy Lin

SI NGAPCRE, March 9 (Bernama) -- Singapore today reiterated that its
I and reclamation in the Straits of Johor bordering Malaysia is withinits
own territory and descri bed as "unfounded” Ml aysia's claimthat it may
affect shipping in the area.

In a two-paragraph statenent, a Foreign Mnistry spokesman said the
reclamati on was done within Singapore's rights and i n accordance to
international |aw

"At first we were told that we were encroachi ng on Mal aysian territory.
After Singapore rebutted this claim we are nowtold that our recl amation,
which is entirely within our sovereign waters, nay affect their shipping.
These cl aims are unfounded in international |aw.

"Singapore reiterates that the reclamation is carried out entirely
within Singapore's territory and all recl amati on wor ks are done wi t hi n our
rights and in keeping with international |aw " said the spokesnan.

Over the past week, the reclamation i ssue has added to a |ist of
bil ateral issues between the two countries with Mal aysi a voi cing fears that
Si ngapore's activities may narrowthe waterway that separates the two
countries and al so affect the ecol ogy and livelihood of fishermen in the
ar ea.

Mal aysia's Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d yest er day
it wanted an assurance fromSi ngapore that the reclamati on woul d not aff ect
t he deepest point of the straits which was vital for shipping.

Dr Mahathir said he did not think the reclamation of f Singapore's Pul au
Tekong woul d af fect access to Johor's Pasir Gudang Port.

He said the i ssue had not reached a stage for it to be referred to the
I nternational Court of Justice.

H s Si ngapore counterpart Goh Chok Tong had said he did not understand
why t he Mal aysi an nedi a were playi ng up the i ssue when t he recl amati on was
done wi thin Singapore's territory.
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