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By: Harlina Samson

TOKYO, Dec 12 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad has warned that an attack on Iraq nmay unl eash the wath of Mislins
and spell a bleak future for the world.

"Frankly, | think it (the war against lIraq) is counter-productive, you
may get oil but you will earn the hatred of 1.3 billion Mislinms forever and
that is going to be very counter-productive.

"I do hope that the war against Iraq does not take place but if it
does, then you can be assured of a very bleak future for the world order,"
he said in an apparent reference to a notion that the war against Iraq is
actual |y about control of oil resources.

Dr Mahathir said this during a question-and-answer session at a sem nar
commenorating the 20th anniversary of the 'Look East Policy' adopted by
Mal aysi a, here. He arrived here today for a two-day official visit to
Japan.

The Prime Mnister said that the current world situation seened to be
fuelled by anger and this would be harnful for everybody.

He said that the world was not handling the terrorismissue properly
and the future of the world would be very nmuch affected by this anger which
appeared to be on everybody's breast now.

"The anger of Anericans of being attacked the way they have not been
attacked before, and the anger of Mislins because they feel they have
unjustly been condemed. So the future is not so good at the nmonent," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said that in this current climte, people would not fee
saf e anywhere and remai ned fearful of travelling, what with travel
advi sori es being sl apped agai nst certain countri es.

"Japan says don't go to Australia. Australia says don't go to Mal aysi a
and Mal aysia is going to say, don't go to many countries.

"I mght not cone to Japan if | didn't trust Japan. So all these things
are reaching a very silly point," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that the world could not fight terrorismby expandi ng
mlitary strength because it would not be known who and where the terrori st
woul d stri ke, as proven in Moinbasa, Kenya recently despite the great alert
in the world.

He said that not know ng who or what they were, there is nothing that
coul d stop such people fromattacking their intended victins and peopl e who
were the target will be everywhere.

"If the Arericans are the target, can the Anerican people live in
fortresses in America, without travelling anywhere. That is inpossible, so
how can we prevent these people fromtaking pot-shot on individua
Anericans travel ling anywhere in the worl d?" he said.

Saying that the strategy taken to fight against terrori smwas w ong,
the Prinme Mnister stressed that in fighting against terrorism one need to
understand the root causes and elimnate themfirst.

To a question as to what was his observation on the United States
recent policy on the defence budget and the inpact of such policy on Islam
he said that it was sonething that gave no return as it was not an
i nvestnent that could benefit the econonic growth of the people and the
country.

Since the country has all the sophisticated weapons, then they woul d
have the desire to nmake use of the weapons and create war and if it went on



spendi ng bi g budget this way, it would become poor and because of its
mlitary strength, it will attack other countries to enrich itself, he
sai d.

"The country is a superpower but what is the point because it will be
like a tall, big, tough man or a sumb westler, the only way you can earn
money is to fight another suno westler but there is no nore sunbo wrestler,
he is the only one, so whats the point anyway?" he said.

Asked on the pre-enptive attacks as announced by Anmerica and recently
Australia by claimng that they have the right to go to any country
supposedly to curb terrorism Dr Mahathir said that what was there to stop
ot her countries to also do the sane thing without going to the United
Nat i ons.

"Supposedly, this law pernmits pre-enptive attack. What is going to
happen to Malaysia if other countries want to make pre-enptive attack and
what is going to happen if everybody wants to take pre-enptive attack and
makes its own judgnent.

"The world will be very crazy and there will be assasi nation, unnmanned

pl ane will be used to bonb and kill people and the world will be in a state
of perpetual turnoil," he added.
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