14/ 06/ 2002

Penang Second Link jobs for Bums

PENANG, Thurs. - Bum putera contractors can |ook forward to a sizeable
portion of jobs in building what is believed to be the | ongest bridge in
the worl d, when construction of the RV billion Penang Second Link

connecting Penang island and Seberang Prai commences.

The Federal Governnent, which is awaiting approval for a 100 per cent
soft loan fromthe Japanese Governnent to build the 23km bridge, is intent
on awarding a large portion of jobs to | ocal contractors, Wrks M nister
Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu said today.

"Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanmad has asked that special
consi derati on be given to Bum putera contractors,” he said after opening
the 26th annual neeting of the Malay Contractors' Association Ml aysia
(Penang) in Georgetown.

"Two consul tant engi neers - a Japanese and a Ml aysi an - have been
appointed to finalise the concept,” he said.

The proposed bridge-l1ink, which will serve as Penang's second fixed |ink
after the Penang Bridge, is expected to |ink Batu Kawan on mai nl and Penang
and Batu Maung at the south-western end of the island.

Asked to comment on continuous grouses over the proposed inposition of
toll on the controversial Penang Quter R ng Road, Sany Vellu said:

"You cannot enjoy anything toll-free for a long time or the Federa
Governnment will be bankrupt.™"

Work on the 17km by-pass highway is due to commence next year and
schedul ed for conpletion by the end of 2006.

Based on the Ml aysi an H ghway Authority's proposed alignnent, 76
private hones, five shophouses, three tenples, 70 Governnent quarters,
five shrines, two horse stables, 30 squatter houses and 50 graves at the
Bat u Gant ong Chi nese cenetery will be affected by the project.

Sany Vel lu added that the country is facing a shortage of skilled
foreign workers in the construction industry.

He said the situation was due to the tendency of nmany skilled foreign
wor kers returning home after about three years here.

"They conme here and pick up the various skills, but would | eave al nost
as soon as they have learnt the new trades.

"This is seriously affecting our construction industry, which is the
second nost inmportant econonic sector after the service industry.”

Concerned with the situation, he said a working paper to address the
probl em had been submtted to the Cabinet Conmttee on Foreign Wrkers for
revi ew.

( END)



	Penang Second Link jobs for Bumis ( NST 14/06/2002)

