27 JUN 2002
Khal il - El ecti on
UWNO SUPREME COUNCI L HAS NOT DECI DED TO DEFER PARTY POLLS, SAYS KHALI L

| POH, June 27 (Bernama) -- The Umo suprene council has not deci ded
whet her to go ahead or postpone the party el ections next year till the
general election was over, party secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob
sai d today.

He said the actual general election schedule would be referred to the
council to nake a decision on the party polls as the matter was not touched
by del egates at the just-concluded 56th Umo General Assenbly.

He said Prime M nister and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohanmad di d nake a statenent before the assenbly aski ng del egates for their
opi ni on on whether to continue or defer the 2003 party el ection

"Si nce no del egat e spoke on the i ssue, a decision has to be nade. The
suprene council will nmake an appropri ate deci sion to guide the divisions on
what to do," he said.

Earlier, Khalil, whois Information Mnister, | ed a del egati on of the
National Information Council to call on Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Taj ol
Rosli Chazali at his office. The council held its neeting here today.

Khal il said the council had not officially discussed the party el ection
i ssue al though there were suggestions to postpone it to enable Umo to
focus full attention on the general election

Amendrent s to the Umo Constitution provides for the triennial election
for the posts of president, deputy president, vice-presidents, youth and
wani ta chiefs and suprene council nenbers be del ayed up to 18 nont hs.

Khal il said Umo had its hierarchy that was capabl e of managi ng the
party affairs and t he Umo nmanagenent committee had the approach to
discharge its duties efficiently if party polls were postponed.

Tajol Rosli saidthe Perak Umo |iai son comrittee and grassroots party
| eaders and nmenbers were of the opinion that the party el ecti on be del ayed
till after the general election.

"Party el ection may cause a crisis and this nay lead to a split. Wuat's
important is to win the general el ection and not party el ection,” he added.
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