28/ 08/ 2002

Dr M Abdul l ah has not reneged on nam ng deputy

PENANG, Tues. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad today said Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi had kept his word on the nam ng
of his deputy before he beconmes Prine M nister next Cctober.

Dr Mahathir said Abdull ah had said he woul d announce his deputy after
the two by-elections in Kedah | ast nonth.

"Well, today is still “after the by-elections'. Even after a year or
more, it will still be after the by-el ections.

"In fact, he did not say when or after how many days or nonths. He has
not reneged on his word,” Dr Mahathir said in response to a question from
a Japanese journalist who had earlier asked Abdullah on the sane matter.

Dr Mahathir was here to attend a | uncheon in honour of eight pioneer
mul ti-national conpanies and 12 snmall and medi um i ndustries.

Present were Abdullah and Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon.

The journalist had posed the question to Abdullah but the Deputy Prine
M ni ster rem nded hi mthat the news conference was bei ng conducted by Dr
Mahat hir .

Asked to comment on Parti Keadilan Nasional's support for Pas' hudud, Dr
Mahat hir said the opposition party had done so to win votes.

"The party does not understand what hudud is all about and this is why
it supported Pas and its brand of politics. The party is now a tool of
Pas, " he said.

Asked to comment on concerns raised by several Penang Umo | eaders and
the Malay community that they had been sidelined from mainstream economnic
activities by the State CGovernnent, he said the Governnent was aware of
the conplaints and taking steps to inprove their |ot.

He al so advised all quarters to study the matter logically and cal my.
"W will identify the problens and sol ve them
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