15 JUL 2002
Mahat hi r - Cr ossover
PM ACCEPTS UWNO MEMBERSHI P FORMS FROM 150 PAS SUPPORTERS

PENDANG, July 15 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad t oday accept ed Umo nenbership forns from150 PAS supporters in the
Pendang parlianentary constituency.

The nenbership forms were subnitted to Dr Mahathir, who i s Umo
president, after the | aunching of the state-level Farners, Livestock
Breeders and Fi shernen's Day here.

Ayob Yahya, 52, a PAS branch committee menber, l[ed 10 representatives
of the group to hand over the menbership formns.

Ayob, who has been a PAS nenber for over 20 years, said that they
decided to join Umo as there had not been any changes initiated by PASin
the constituency.

"l believe that only the Barisan Nasional (BN) can bring devel opmet to
t he Pendang constituency," he said.

Meanwhi | e, BN executive secretary, Senator Datuk Yaakob Mohammad said
that the 150 PAS supporters had intended to join Umo for quite sonme tine
but did not have a chance to do so as they were afraid that they would be
isolated by the villagers, the majority of whomwere PAS supporters.

He said that nore PAS supporters were interested to join Umo and
anot her group of 150 was expected to hand over their menbership forns to
Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi wit hi n t he next few
days.
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