18 DEC 2002
Si padan- Sabah
SABAH TOUR OPERATORS WELCOVME | CJ RULI NG ON SI PADAN, LI G TAN

KOTA KI NABALU, Dec 18 (Bernanm) -- Tour operators and key players of
Sabah's tourismindustry have wel comed the World Court's ruling that
Si padan and Ligitan islands belong to Mal aysia while state officials
expressed confidence that ties with I ndonesia will remnain strong.

They al so expressed relief that the territorial dispute had been
peaceful |y settled thus putting to rest any |ingering uncertainties over
the status of the two islands.

Si padan Di ve Centre Director Datuk Douglas Prinus Sikayun sai d al t hough
he hi nsel f had never doubted that the two i sl ands bel onged t o Ml aysi a,
visitors did sonmetines ask about their "ownership."

"On behal f of Sabah tour operators we congratulate the Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad and t he Mal aysi an Governnent on their
successful handling of the case," he said.

Si padan Dive Centre is one of the main tour operators to Si padan,
bringing tourists on a daily basis. It also owns chalets on the island that
provide divers with overnight facilities.

Anot her tour operator Clenment Lee, who is the director of Borneo Divers
and Sea Sports, echoed Prinus' statenent.

He commended bot h the Mal aysi an and | ndonesi an governments for bringing
the dispute to the International Court of Justice (1CJ), paving the way for
its peaceful settlenent.

"Borneo Divers will continue our cooperation as we used to do," he
sai d.

Chai rman of the Sabah International Hoteliers Associ ati on (SIHA) John
Lo said the decision would create nore stability inthe state's tourism
i ndustry as well as increase confidence anong visitors to the islands.

"This is good news to the industry as puts to rest all uncertainties,"”
he said.

The ICJ in The Hague, Holland yesterday ruled 16:1 in favour of
Mal aysi a on the i ssue of sovereignty over the two islands, off Senpornain
the Sabah east coast.
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