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SABAH TO HAVE " RAKYAT- FRI ENDLY" BUDGET

KOTA KI NABALU, Sept 22 (Bernama) -- The Sabah state budget, which will
be tabled at the state | egislative assenbly next nonth, will be
"rakyat-friendly" and will enphasise on rural devel opnent, said state
finance mnister Datuk Misa Aman today.

"We will nore or less followthe national budget which al so stresses on
rural devel oprment to assist those who are | ess fortunate. W shoul d enul ate
this and apply it in Sabah," he told reporters when asked what form woul d
t he state budget take after he had opened a sem nar on strategic risk
nmanagemnent or gani sed by Creative Busi ness Services Sdn Bhd and Ernst &
Young here.

Musa descri bed the 2003 Budget tabl ed by Prinme M nister-cum Fi nance
M ni ster as "good, caring, harnoni ous and progressi ve whi ch enphasi sed on
| ow i ncone earners and rural devel oprment. "

The 2003 Budget al so denpnstrated that the Mal aysi an gover nnent was
fair on distributing the nation's wealth.

Misa sai d Sabah woul d be abl e to recei ve adequate all ocation for rural
devel opnent and Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi who
woul d visit the state tonorrow was expected to announce the all ocation from
the federal government.

Last Friday, Dr Mahathir said RM63 million would be spent on
devel opnent projects this year and woul d be distributed fairly to poorer
states and t hose whi ch possessed | arge tracts of rural and undevel oped
ar eas.

The infrastructure projects to be devel oped in villages include roads,
bri dges and building repairs |i ke nosques and community halls.

Misa sai d bum putera contractors would be given priority in the rural
devel opnment projects. -- BERNAVA
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