21 DEC 2002
Sabah- Counci | | ors
SACKI NG FOR COUNCI LLORS WHO HAMPER TAX COLLECTI ON

KOTA KI NABALU, Dec 21 (Bernanm) -- Local councillors in Sabah who
hanper tax collection by the | ocal authorities have been told to buck up or
face the sack.

State Local Governnent and Housing M nister Datuk Seri Sall eh Tun Said
said today that the ministry would be nonitoring all councillors, half of
whomare politicians, to ensure that they performed up to expectation

"Politicians who sit on the council who do not cooperate in the tax
collectioneffort will be sacked or have their contract not renewed, " he
sai d when contacted here.

Sal | eh was asked to comment on Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s criticismof sone | ocal authorities for being lax in tax
col l ection.

Dr Mahathir, who is also the finance m nister, had said that given that
many politicians served on t he boards of | ocal governnments, efficient tax
col l ection mi ght make t hem unpopul ar.

Asked on the tax collection performance of |ocal authorities in Sabah,
Sall eh said that it was inproving but alot nore still needed to be done to
col l ect what was due to the governnent.

On whet her there were cases of politicians, who sit on the boards of
| ocal governnments, not cooperating in tax collection efforts, he said:
"There had been such problemin certain |l ocal authorities but the nunmber is
small...things are i mprovi ng now. "

He said several measures had been introduced to facilitate tax
col l ection. They included the setting up of nore paynent counters and the
appoi nt nent of professional agents to collect taxes on behalf of the | oca
authorities.

"We have been telling the local councils to be financially independent.
W are making it a top priority for the year 2003," he said.
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Sports-Footbal | (Akmal )/ BM
I M NO MOKHTAR DAHARI, SAYS AKMAL RI ZAL

From Hanmdan Saai d

SI NGAPCORE, Dec 21 (Bernanmm) -- Akmal Rizal Ahmad Rakhli refuses to be
| abel | ed as the new "Mkhtar Dahari", instead the national football player
said he is still far behind when conpared to the | egendary striker

Akmal Ri zal, who has scored two goals in as many natches in the
on-goi ng Tiger Cup tournanent here, adnmtted that he is nowhere in the
calibre of the prolific Mkhtar who shone in the 70s and 80s.

"I never had the chance to see him(Mkhtar) in action but | was told
that he was very good and had star quality. Definitely he was t he best
(striker) then, in Malaysia as well as Asia.

"To say that | amon par with himis wong. There are a | ot of aspects
which | need to grasp to i nprove ny gane," he said after a training session
here today.

Kedah- born Aknmal Rizal, 21, is Malaysia's top hitman in the Ti ger Cup
conpetition after Perak's Khalid Jam us was |l eft out fromthe squad.



The striker, who played for France's division two outfit FC Huegnon two
years ago, was anong those i nstrunmental in hel ping Mal aysia qualify for the
sem finals in Jakarta next week.

Mal aysi a, the runners-up in the inaugural Tiger Cup tournanent in 1996
and third in the 2000 edition, qualified for the last four in style after
beati ng Si ngapore 4-0 on Wednesday and Thail and 3-1 yest erday.

Akmal Rizal's bursts of speed towards the opponents' goal nouth and his
stinging attenpts have reni nded Mal aysi an fans of the stocky-built Mkhtar
who until today has no equal in the region.

"However | have no qualns if the fans want to conpare me with the |ate
Mokht ar .

"I will not be carried away with their praises but will focus on
devel oping ny skills," he said.
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