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SAFETY, HEALTH AWARENESS LACKI NG I N SM s, SAYS DR FONG

BATU PAHAT, Sept 21 (Bernama) -- Negative attitude anpng entrepreneurs
of small-and medi um scal e i ndustries (SMs) is a major factor hanpering
i mprovenments to occupational safety and health standards of workers in the
sector, Human Resources M nister Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn sai d t oday.

He said SM entrepreneurs, operating small businesses with linited
capital, often think of inmrediate returns for every investnent.

"Since profits fromnoney spent on safety and heal th at workpl aces take
a longer tine to conme by, they are not given priority," he said when
openi ng a sem nar on Cccupational Safety and Health in SMs.

The text of his speech was read out by Senerah state assenbl ynan Tan
Teck Poh.

Dr Fong said a snall workforce and nostly conprising fam |y nenbers
made it difficult for themto conply to work procedures and safety
regul ations |i ke wearing safety gears while at work.

Hiring of foreign workers was another reason for the | ack of enphasis
on safety requirenents at workpl aces, nore so when the forei gners do not
knowtheir rights with regard to training and protection fromdangers at
work sites, he said.

Al so, foreign workers nmight not be famliar in wearing safety equi pnent
as required by their enployers and this would certainly be a drawback in
efforts to i nprove occupati onal safety and health standards in SM s, he
sai d.

He said many SM entrepreneurs were still unaware of the inportance of
occupational safety and health not only for their workers' wel fare but al so
for their business.

"Therefore, nore publicity and di ssem nation of information nust be
carried out, besides doing research to identify | ow cost solutions which
are appropriate to i nprove occupational safety and heal th standards at
wor kpl ace, " he said.

Dr Fong said SMs also faced financial constraints to inplenment
occupational safety and health procedures at work sites.

Any financial incentive in the formof |owinterest |oans and tax
exenptions m ght be able to help them he said.

He said to organi se the sem nar free-of-charge for SM entrepreneurs,
t he governnment through the National Institute of Occupati onal Safety and
Heal th (NI OSH) paid 20 per cent of the cost, while the Small-and
Medi um Scal e I ndustri es Devel opment Cor poration (SM DEC) absorbed the rest.

Meanwhi | e, NI OSH Chairman Tan Sri Lee Lam Thye urged SM entrepreneurs
to use the noney saved fromthe reduction in the corporate tax to inprove
occupational safety and health standards at their workpl aces.

He said the savings estinmated at not | ess than RVB, 000 a year by each
of the 20,000 SMs in the country nust be spent for the purpose.

"This is because 80 per cent of the industrial accidents in the country
occurred in SMs, indicating that nore efforts were needed to i nprove t he
occupational safety and health standards at workpl aces," he told a nedi a
conference after the opening of the one-day course for SM entrepreneurs.

In the 2003 Budget tabled by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad at t he Dewan Rakyat yesterday, the corporate tax for SMs was cut
from 28 per cent to 20 per cent.

Lee said studies carried out by Nl OSH showed occupati onal safety and
heal th standards anong SMs were still not satisfactory.



He said statistics fromthe Social Security Organisation (Socso)
reveal ed 95, 222 worksite accidents occurred in 1999.
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