25/ 09/ 2002

SAPP submits nanes of nominees for by-election

KOTA Kl NABALU, Tues. - The Sabah Progressive Party has sub-mtted names of
nom nees for the Gaya parlianentary by-election to Deputy Prinme Mnister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi .

SAPP president Datuk Yong Teck Lee said he subnmitted the nanes to
Abdul | ah, who is Barisan Nasional deputy chairman, |ast night.

Yong said SAPP was hoping that it would be allowed to recontest the Gaya
parlianmentary seat.

"As a matter of procedure, we net the Deputy Prine Mnister and briefed
himon the situation,” he said after attending a State BN neeting chaired
by Abdul I ah.

"We stated our desire that the incunbent party be fielded on behalf of
the BN."

Yong, whose disqualification as Gaya MP forced the by-election, said it
was normal for the incunbent party to expect that it would be allowed to
recontest the seat.

Abdul | ah said the nane of the candi date woul d be announced by BN
chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

Yong was disqualified as Gaya MP follow ng the Federal Court's decision
to reject his application for |eave to appeal against the Court of
Appeal 's ruling upholding the Election Court's finding that he had
committed graft in the 1999 State el ection

The El ection Comm ssion has fixed nom nation for the by-election on Cct
3 and polling on Cct 12.

In the 1999 general election, Yong obtained 15,315 votes to defeat
Johnny Goh of PBS, who polled 11,198 votes.

Asked if SAPP was prepared to accept if the candidate was not fromthe
party, Yong said he accepted the statenment by Abdullah that all conponent
parties have agreed to support whoever was chosen as candi date.
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