01 SEP 2002
Naj i b- Evi dence
UMNO HAS PROOF PAS HAS MOVED VOTERS, SAYS NAJI B

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 1 (Bernama) -- Umo-vice president Datuk Seri Najib
Tun Razak said today the party has evi dence that PAS has taken steps to
nove voters in constituencies in Kedah as a strategy to take over power in
the state in the next general election.

He said this was exposed by the Kedah Umo Liai son Body through an
i nvestigation after the by-elections for the Anak Bukit State Assenbly seat
and Pendang Parlianmentary seat in July.

"W (Umo) al so have proof that PAS has issued certain instructions
specifically toits supporters to carry out the novenent of voters in a
pl anned and proper manner based on an action plan to enable themto take
over Kedah," he told reporters after |aunching the Serdang Puteri Ummo
di vi si on, near here.

Najib said this when asked to comment on the statenment by Kedah PAS
conmmi ssi oner Azi zan Abdul Razak yesterday denyi ng Umo cl ai ns that the
opposition party had retained the Anak Bukit state seat by using phant om
voters.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad, after chairing the Umo
suprene counci| neeting yesterday, had clained that the PASvictory in the
Anak Bukit by-election | ast nonth was nmade possi bl e t hrough the exi stence
of phantomvoters

Najib said fromthe investigation, Kedah Umo found that 547 voters
fromfour ballot boxes during the by-election were neither residents nor
wor ki ng in the area concerned but were outsiders who only energed during
pol | i ng day.

He said that based on this discovery, the party | eadership had i ssued a
directive to carry out investigations in the other states to determ ne the
extent of this phenonmenon.

"W will nmeet with the EC (El ection Conmi ssion) when we have gat hered
evidence (to | odge an official protest)," he said.

Naji b, who is al so Defence M nister, said the PAS noves ni ght have been
ai ded by a smal |l nunber of individuals in the EC

"W (Umo) are not blam ng the EC as an organi sation, but there m ght
be synpathisers at the | ower [ evels of the EC who had cooperated with the
(opposition) political parties toinclude their supporters and excl ude our
supporters,” he said.

He said such acts could be detected followi ng the failure of nore than
1,000 regi stered voters, who had voted for Umo in the 1999 genera
el ection, to cast their votes during the recent by-election as their nanes
were not in the |ist.

In addition, he said, there were weaknesses in the present electora
roll systemwith the EConly requiring the original kanmpung of the voter to
enabl e the indivi dual concerned to be regi stered.

"The EC accepts addresses based on the kampung stated, it is not based
on the house and nost voters rely on the kampung address and not the house
address. Thus, it is difficult for us to trace when there is no specific
address, and this is anong t he weaknesses whi ch had occurred,” he said.

At the function, about 2,000 Umo nenbers were present to cel ebrate the
| aunch of the Serdang Puteri Umo division which has nore than 1, 000
menbers.
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