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KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The Governnent will review the school systemto

i nprove the quality of education and to ensure it is in accordance with

t he National Education Policy, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said today.

"I will be chairing the commttee nyself. W will study the entire
system because we have deviated fromthe original system Qur aimis to
ensure that our children attend the national schools so that they can
pursue their studies in accordance with the policy.

"There will also be greater interaction anpong the various races," the
Prime Mnister and Umo president said after chairing an Umo suprene
council rneeting at Menara Dato' Onn.

Dr Mahathir said the different religious school systens run by State
CGovernments, the People's Religious Schools and private organi sations did
not augur well for the social and educational devel opment of children

"It will take sonme tinme before we finalise this study but we will ensure
that the national schools will be institutions which operate in line with
the policy and are not tanpered with by irresponsible quarters,” he said.

He added that the Government did not see why the People's Religious
School s shoul d continue to exist.

"We are an independent country and the Government funds practically al
primary-1evel education. W have our national schools conplete with
religious studies and if students are interested to pursue their know edge
inreligion, we also have the necessary facilities.

"So we feel that the People's Religious Schools are unnecessary," Dr
Mahat hir sai d, adding that such schools had insufficient funds to operate
and often depended on the CGovernnent, |acked trained teachers and had
deviated fromthe true teachings of Islam

"The CGovernment will not fund themin any way," he said.

"Students in such schools now will be accorded places in our nationa
school s. "

Dr Mahathir, however, said it was not necessary to ban these schools as
they had no funds to continue operating.

"W have been assisting them... they do not have sufficient funds," he
sai d.

Last week, while on a working visit to France, Dr Mahathir told the
Mal aysi an community in Paris that the national schools had failed to bring
about better relations anong the races.
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