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School s ready to teach in English

Sheri dan Mahavera

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Alnost all schools will be ready to teach Science
and Mathematics in English next year with all national schools to be fully
equi pped with conmputers and projectors by next week, said Education

M ni ster Tan Sri Miusa Mhanad.

"Preparations started a few nonths ago. The recent reports | have
recei ved say that 95 per cent of national schools have been equi pped with
conputers and projectors, while nationaltype schools will receive this
equi prent by the end of the nmonth."

Musa added that materials to aid teachers in the teaching of Science and
Mat hematics in English were being devel oped and were expected to be ready
in tinme when schools open on Jan 5.

"I amnot worried about the preparations. Even if there are
shortcom ngs, we will be able to recitfy themin time," Misa told
reporters when net at his open house today.

Musa al so said the committee to review the national education system was
focusing on the issue of secondary private religious schools (Sekol ah
Menengah Agama Rakyat) and nmethods to strengthen national schools.

He said that even though there was a decision to place students from
SARs into the national schools, no decision had been made on whet her they
woul d be abolished or not.

"The conmittee has only met once and no deci sion has been made yet on
the issue,” he said, adding that they would have to | ook at all aspects of
it because it was a bigger issue than the conmttee expected.

"We are getting feedback from numerous sources such as from Jaki m
(I'slam c Devel opment Departnent), political parties and the public, before
deciding on it."

He said the comm ttee was concentrating on secondary religious schools
and not primary religious schools as pupils fromthe latter also attended
nati onal schools.

Musa added that there would al ways be groups who wanted to politicise
the issue of religious schools but stressed that what the commttee was
doing was to equip pupils with the ability to face future chall enges.

On Nov 29, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad announced t hat
the conmttee which would be chaired by himwould | ook into review ng the
school systemand into inproving the national education system

Dr Mahathir said the different religious schools in the country such as
the SARs, religious schools run by the State Governnment and private
institutions did not augur well for the country.

Asked on the criticisns by the National Union of Teachi ng Professions
(NUTP) of the ministry's proposal to give critical allowance to Engli sh,
Sci ence and Mathematics teachers, Misa said the all owance was an incentive
to attract students with Science, Engineering, Mithematics and English
qualifications to becone teachers, as demand for such teachers was high

"There is also no worry that there will be a rush of teachers who do not
have the qualifications to becone English teachers just to benefit from
t he special allowance. This is because those who are qualified to receive
the all owance will be chosen by headnasters.

"There are two ways to go about this issue, either we have this special
al  owance or we don't pay it out to any teachers since the Governnment
cannot afford to pay all teachers with the critical allowance.™

On Dec 8, NUTP secretary-general Datuk N. Siva Subramani am said the



m ni stry shoul d expand the special allowance to all 300,000 teachers and
not just English, Science and Mathematics teachers.
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