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Mahat hi r- Engl i sh
SCl ENCE AND MATHS | N ENGLI SH: BN REACHES CONSENSUS, SAYS DR M

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 22 (Bernama) -- The Barisan Nasional (BN) conmponent
parti es have reached a consensus to teach Science and Mat hematics in
English in all schools, including in Chinese primary schools, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d t oday.

The Prinme M nister, however, said inplementation of the policy in
Chi nese school s mght be slightly different but still with the sanme spirit.

He sai d Chi nese-based BN conmponents have asked for a week to discuss
anmong t hensel ves to cone up with the best approach to inplenment the
proposal in Chinese school s.

"W want to try so that next year we can start together with the
approach deci ded by the Chinese schools, but there are no problens with
ot her school s, everybody has agreed," he told a nedi a conference after
chairing the BN Suprene Council meeting.

Dr Mahathir, who i s al so BN Chai rman, said after hol di ng consul tati ons,
t he Chi nese-based conponent parties would report to hi mon any changes or
counter-proposal s deened suitabl e for the Chinese conmunity's interests.

Last Sunday, newspapers reported that the MCA Central Committee, at its
nmeeting on Friday, decided to reject the governnent's proposal to inplenment
the policy in Chinese prinmary school s next year.

That deci si on was synonynous with the views of Chinese education
organi sati ons which were reported to have said that the nove was only
suitable to be inplenented i n secondary school s.

To a reporter's question, Dr Mahathir said that at the nmonment conponent
parties representing Chi nese had their own views on the matter and needed
time to work out an approach agreeable to all of them

Apart fromthat, Dr Mahathir said today's neeting al so reached
consensus that Science and Mat hematics in all secondary school s be taught
in English.

He said the conponent parties al so agreed that an enhanced versi on of
Engl i sh be taught fromprimary schools until secondary schools for the
pur pose of inproving the comrand of English anong students.

"Al'l schools, national schools, national-type schools, all agree to
teach English fromprimry schools,” he said.

Meanwhi | e, BN secretary-general Tan Sri Mhaned Rahnat told reporters
afterward that basically nobody fromthe Chi nese-based parties had said no
to the suggesti on.

However, he said, all of themhad told the neeting that they wanted to
iron out sonme of the problens they have about the i ssue before proceeding
with its inplenentation.

Asked whet her the inpl enentation in Chinese schools woul d be different
fromthat of other schools, Mhaned said the BN Suprene Council woul d have
to wait until the Chinese-based parties conpleted their neeting on the
matter.
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