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VMSD- Sur r ender
SURRENDER OF MSD BUI LDI NGS

By: Wan Ahnad Hul ai m

LONDON, April 25 (Bernama) -- The landlords arrived finally on 22nd
April to close forever the buildings that once housed t he Mal aysi an
St udents Departnent (MSD) and the popul ar Mal aysia Hall canteen whi ch had
been operating in its basenents for nore than forty years.

The bui | di ngs passed fromthe control of the Ml aysi an gover nment
wi t hout cerenony as the closure of the canteen fifteen days earlier too
went quietly with only a short notice fromthe canteen managenent
announcing its sudden closure in a few days' tine.

The surrender of the buildings - nunbers 44 and 46 Bryanston Square -
brought to an end Mal aysi an control which started i n 1944-45 when the
| easehol d was acquired fromthe | andl ords Portman Estates for the then
col oni es of Mal aya and Si ngapore for a prem umof 7,000 pounds and an
annual rent of 400 pounds.

Leases for the two adjacent buil dings at nunbers 46 and 47, acquired in
1956, and whi ch now house the MsSD and Mal aysia Hall still have about ten
nore years to run.

I't now remains unclear what the authorities intend to do with the
remai nder of the | ease as signals that emanate fromthe offices of MSD are
confused and uncl ear.

It is now understood that even their pronise of re-opening a snmall cafe
inits basement area to replace the cl osed cant een has been w t hdr awn.

The cl earest indication of the future of Malaysia Hall - as the whole
cluster of buildings have becone known - cane | ast year when the Deputy
M ni ster of Educati on Datuk Azi z Shansuddi n sai d that they were now | ooki ng
for new preni ses for Mal aysia Hall, probably in the Bayswater area further
west fromthe present site

This i dea was dism ssed by Datuk Yunus Raiss, a long-tinme resident here
and one of the nost active canpai gners for keeping Malaysia Hall in
Bryanst on Square, as unecononic

Dat uk Yunus has now witten to the Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad to ask himto | ook again at the future of Ml aysia Hall.

When cont acted today Dat uk Yunus declined to reveal the contents of his
letter tothe Prime Mnister but nerely said that by letting the MSD
buil dings slip fromour hands we had | et pass a great opportunity when we
coul d have done nore to keep it in our hands at mnimal cost.

He said we nust now fight to keep the remaining buildings as an active
centre for Ml aysi an students and ot her Mal aysi ans here.

Fromits inception until the |ate 1980s Mal aysia Hall functioned as a
thriving centre of activities for Mal aysians |iving or studying here.

Inthe years that led to its decline as a students centre, first the
| ounge then the library was cl osed to student visitors.

But even when the rest of the buildings becare al nbst a no-go area for
visitors, the canteen served as a useful social centre and a neeti ng pl ace
for Ml aysi an students and visitors.

The West End Football Club, an active soccer teamof tal ented young
Mal aysi an students used to neet regularly in the canteen to eat and pl an
their weekly strategy, but nowwith its closure they are "honel ess".

Dat uk Yunus, who runs a very successful English | anguage school here,
al so used to give free | essons on practical English to young Mal aysi ans at
t he cant een.

Wth all that gone, a group of Ml aysians are now planning to raise



funds to set up a centre of their own to pronote Ml aysi an | anguage and
culture here

A nmenmber of the group who declined to give his name for the tinme being
said: "W are saddened by the cl osure of the canteen and the reduction of
Mal aysi a Hal |l which has existed in Bryanston Square for nore t han four
decades. "

"Qur youngsters now have nowhere to go to study, to eat or to
socialise. It looks |ike we can no longer rely on the Mal aysi an authorities
to provide us a hone so we are now goi ng out in our own direction to | ook
for a place that can serve as a centre for Ml aysia and Ml aysi ans. "

Pi oneering nmenbers of the group net at a Mal aysi an hotel here | ast
Sunday t o bounce i deas and to | ook for possibilities of obtaining funding
fromBritish sources to start a neeting pl ace.

The unofficial spokesman continued: "I'msorry we cannot be naned yet
until something concrete takes place. But we are | ooking into various
possi bilities, includingthe hiring of school preni ses on weekends to start
our | anguage, silat and Mal ay cl asses."

- - BERNAMA

WAH MADCANA



	SURRENDER OF MSD BUILDINGS (Bernama 25/04/2002)

