11/ 12/ 2002
Beware of “new religion' in guise of denocracy

Debor ah Loh
SHAH ALAM Tues. - Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad today warned of a "new
religion” in the guise of denocracy which had ended up stifling freedom

The Prime Mnister said that while denocrats struggled for free choice
i ncludi ng denocracy in the era of autocratic rulers, "now no one is
al l owed to chose anyt hing but denocracy".

"If denocracy is not chosen, then the denocrats will apply sanctions,
will take mlitary action, including bonbing and killing innocent
civilians, until denocracy is forcibly practised,” he said when | aunchi ng
the joint conference of Wirld Fell owship of Buddhists and Worl d Fel | owshi p
of Buddhi st Yout h today.

In an apparent reference to Western dom nance and the unilateral use of
mlitary mght against terrorism Dr Mahathir said the uphol di ng of
denocracy itself had becone undenocratic.

He said even the practice of denocracy had been questioned with
calls for "true denocracy", foll owed by pressure being applied for the
forcible adoption of nore liberal ideas of the concept.

The Prime Mnister said globalisation had al so becone a tenet of
denocracy in which the aimof naking as nuch noney as possi bl e was
par anmount .

"Not only must we adopt the new religion called denocracy, but also the
wor shi p of Manmmon (weal th) which comes together with it.

"d obalisation is about making nmoney. All else is not inportant.

"Nations should not exist, nor should national governnents. If they
exist, it is merely to enable the noney worshippers to get at the noney
nore easily.

"The governnments are there to up-hold the rules that capitalists have
formul ated. "

He descri bed denocracy and gl obalisation as beliefs and practices by the
rich to nmake thensel ves richer

He said they fal sely argued that the poor would benefit frombetter
goods and services provided by the free-market system while ignoring the
harnful effects on small businesses and the unenpl oyed.

Dr Mahathir al so spoke on the need for religion, saying that it was nore
rel evant now in the age of science than when man was nore ignorant.

"We shoul d study, unravel and nake use of the know edge that science
brings, but we should never be so arrogant as to conclude that faith and
religion have no nore place in this world."

He said those who still had faith in religion should pray and work
bring them back to their senses".

On norality, he said it had seen a total collapse with extrem sts' views
of human rights seen in same-sex marriages and children born out of
wedl| ock.

"There is a total collapse of norality, so that all things prescribed by
religions are now flouted with inmpunity. The injunctions of religions, the
codes of human behaviour are now totally rejected.

"The nost inportant creed is freedomof the individual. Any attenpt to
curb this absolute individual freedomis considered an abuse of hunan
rights.”

On his presence at the opening cerenony, he said there would be sone
Musl i ms who would criticise his involvenent.

"Some will use this to condemm and accuse nme of being an apostate. But

to



I sl am recogni ses the right of other religions to exist. To you, your
religion, and to ne, mne."

About 500 del egates from 30 countries attended the joint conference,
aimed at pronoting unity anong Buddhi sts and col | aboration w th other

groups.
At a Press conference later, he said that although denocracy had been
abused to curb certain freedons, it was still the best way to ensure

freedom of religion.

He noted that religious tolerance was not enough but called for nore
i nter-faith understandi ng.

"Peopl e should go back to religion and not let their enotions and anger
get the better of them™

Rel i gi on had been tarni shed because of human failures, such as Mislins
involved in terrorismand the sex scandals involving Christian priests.
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