05 APR 2002
Mahat hi r - PAS
DON T BELI TTLE THOSE PURSUI NG OTHER DI SCI PLI NES, PM TELLS PAS

LANGKAW, April 5 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad sai d t oday t hat PAS shoul d not belittle those pursuing disciplines
other than religi ous know edge to contribute towards the well-being of
Musl i ns.

He said that PASincorrectly interpreted I sl amwhen Miuslins in the
country were stressed upon to only pl ace enphasis on religi ous know edge
and reject other disciplines which they clainmed were secul ar even t hough
such di sci plines would serve the interest of the religion and the
wel | -bei ng of Muslins thensel ves.

"Undoubt edl y, those acquiring religious know edge derive i mense
benefit but those pursuing other disciplines to contribute to the
wel | -bei ng of Muslinms should not be belittled

"Muslims can achieve progress if they were to bal ance the need of this
worl d and the hereafter," he sai d when openi ng the Langkawi Umo di vi si on
here.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said that PAS struggles differed
fromthe struggl es of Umo which strives to defend and protect |slamand
Musl i ms by providi ng themknow edge so that they coul d i nprove t hensel ves
to defend the religion, the race and the country.

"I'f we are poor and destitute, we cannot possibly defend Islam If we
are not poor, others cannot exploit our poverty factor to underm ne our
faith," he said.

The prine minister said that Umo's struggl es should continue to be
pursued so that its struggles would remain rel evant.

He said that after the 1999 general election, there was w despread
al l egation that Umo was no |l onger rel evant in the Malay comunity in the
country due to the party's rather poor performance in the el ecti on because
many constituencies like in Kedah for instance, had been captured by the
opposi tion.

However, he said, the outcone of the Ketari, Indera Kayangan and Li kas
state by-el ections showed that Umo and t he Bari san Nasi onal (BN) were
i ncreasi ngly gai ni ng support.

Dr Mahathir said that he was happy now because many young peopl e were
j oi ni ng Umo t hrough the Umo Youth and Puteri Umo and i f they continue to
believe in Umo's struggles, the party woul d forever remain rel evant.

"We shoul d open the way for the younger generation. W nust be prepared
to bowout so that they will be able to take over the | eadershi p. The ol der
gener ati on shoul d wel come t he younger generation, in fact opening t he way
for them" he said.

Dr Mahathir said that sonetinmes Umo fail to get new nenbers because
t he | eadershi p at the branch | evel fear that their position woul d be at
stake followi ng the entry of qualified young peopl e.

"If this happens, Umo will becone irrelevant and will eventual |y neet
its dem se togetehr with the ol der generation. Let's not regard Umo as
bel ongi ng to us and ot hers have no place in Umo," he said.

He however advi sed t he younger generation not to fight for positions
when t he ol der generation eventually resign fromtheir posts.

"Don't regard Umo's struggl es as bei ng unsuccessful when we fail to
gai n sonet hi ng. Actual ly, everyone enjoys benefits fromUmo struggl es
i ncl udi ng educati onal, health and business facilities," he said.

The prime minister said that the people should be grateful to Umo and



give the party their support at all tines.

Asked to coment on the banners put up at various spots on the island
resort di splayingthe words "Teri na Kasi h Perdana Menteri" (Thank You Prine
M nister), Dr Mahathir qui pped: "Wl come.”

Sone 600 banners and bunting were put up to convey appreciation for Dr
Mahat hir's contributions and efforts to devel op Langkawi as an
i nternational tourist destination and upgrade the standard of |iving of
residents of the island.
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