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Settle Pulau Batu Puteh issue in civilised way

Hassan Talib

I HAD never heard of Pulau Batu Puteh until it was reported in the Press.
VWhen | read the report, | realised there was a di spute between Ml aysi a
and Si ngapore over the island s sovereignty.

I thought the island nust be big, given all the publicity. However, when
| saw a picture of the island, it was just a small stony out-crop. If I
had the nmoney | would not pay a single sen to buy it.

At the sanme time, | wonder why Singapore sent two naval vessels to
intimdate our Marine Police boat carrying a group of reporters to see the
i sl and.

As a layman, when | see the map, | conclude that the island lies in
Mal aysian territory. It is much closer to Mal aysia than Singapore. Nor is
nmy judgnent based on blind nationalism

Also, | was told about the qualities of a civilised nation. I was told
that it would resort to diplomacy, not threat of mlitary force, in
resol ving international conflict.

If what | heard is correct, Singapore's gunboat diplomacy certainly
doesn't qualify it to be a civilised nation though it has a per capita
i ncome and standard of |iving rmuch higher than sone European countries.

On the other hand, | have nothing but admiration for our Prime Mnister
It was generous on the part of Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to agree to
settle the issue at the International Court of Justice. Ml aysian | eaders
have al ways believed in settling disputes in a civilised way, to be
preci se, the Ml aysi an way.

| want to see Malaysia and Singapore live in the spirit of Asean. | want
to see nmy children and grandchil dren understand the nmeani ng of peace,
prosperity and harnony.

Above all, | want themto understand the nmeaning of "to be civilised"
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