03 JuL 2002

SENATE: PGSI TI VE VI EW6 FROM US ON M SI A

KUALA LUWPUR, July 3 (Bernama) -- The United States (US) has positive
vi ews on Mal aysi a's | eadership after Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad net President George WBush | ast My.

Speaki ng i n t he Dewan Negara here today, Deputy Foreign M nister Datuk
Dr Leo M chael Toyad said as a result of the neeting, the Bush
adm ni strati on now vi ewed positively any devel opnents i n Mal aysi a.

To the question by Senator Rosli Mt Hassan, he said Ml aysia and US
wer e now novi ng towards the thawi ng of the previously cold bil ateral
rel ati ons between the two countries.

"Dr Mahathir's visit has bridged di fferences and i nproved political
rel ati ons between Mal aysia and US, including that on efforts to conbat
terrori smwhere both parties signed an accord to cooperate over this
i ssue," he said.

He said the neeting was significant as it showed that the US recogni zed
Dr Mahathir as a | eader of the Muslimworld, and capabl e of giving positive
views on international issues.
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