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PEKAN, Nov 30 (Bernama) -- Umo menbers who | odge police reports
agai nst anot her menber in futurewill face disciplinary action, including
expul sion fromthe party, its vice-president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak
sai d.

However, no action woul d be taken on very ol d reports.

"For future reports...if it happened a long tine ago, action will not
be taken.

"In Puteri Umo's case, the report was referred to the disciplinary
board, so the board can deci de on suitabl e puni shrent, i ncl udi ng expul si on,
suspensi on and others," Najib told reporters after the zakat and aid
presentation cerenony to hardcore poor in the Pekan parlianentary
constituency, here today.

Yesterday, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad was reported
to have rem nded Umo nenbers that t hose who | odged police reports would
face disciplinary action, including explusionfromthe party.

The Umo Suprene Council, said Dr Mahathir, had directed the
di sciplinary board to call the nenbers i nvolved to explain clearly before
taki ng any action.

"Possi bly, disciplinary action, including expulsionfromUmo, will be
t aken agai nst those who | odge reports with the police," he said after the
counci |l 's nmeeting yest erday.

Naji b, who is al so Defence M nister, said Umo took the decisionto
prevent menbers fromacting outside the party channel because any queri es
or problens faced by nmenbers should be directed to the proper channel

"They can conmplain to the disciplinary conmittee that a person has
committed an of fence and the comrittee can take acti on agai nst the person
concerned. "

Police reports were m sused, especially to tarnish a nenber or a | eader
whomt hey di sliked, especially during el ections, Najib said.

Meanwhi | e, when asked on the suprene council's decision to defer next
year's Umo el ections, Najib saidit had to be done to concentrate on the
general el ections.

If there was a party election, it could split the party and it would
take along time to heal the rift, he added.

"This woul d affect the (party's) chances during the general election,
soit is better to pay attention to the general election and only | ater we
focus on Umo's internal election," he added.
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