19 AUG 2002
Friend-Di e
PM S OLD FRI END DI ES W THOUT FULFI LLI NG W SH FOR MEETI NG

ALOR SETAR, Aug 19 (Berganbar) -- An old friend of Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad has di ed, before the former's request for a meeting with
the prime mnister could be fulfilled.

Pekan Rabu Cooperative founder and forner chairman Miustaffa I smail, 86,
di ed at the Pusat Perubatan Utara here two days ago and was buried at the
Bukit Tinggi Muslimcenetery in Kepal a Batas, near here, yesterday.

Mistaffa's assi stant and cl ose friend Mohamad Nazar Shansudin, 42, said
Must af fa had pl anned to bring himalong for a neeting with the prime
m ni ster.

"Pak Pa (Mustaffa) told ne the reasons he wanted to neet Dr Mahathir,
and he had subnmitted two letters seeking a neeting," he told Bernanma here
t oday.

Accordi ng to Mohamad Nazar, Mustaffa | ast net Dr Mahathir when the
prime mnister visited Kedah in June this year.

Must af fa | eaves behind two wi ves and two adopted chil dren.

Must af fa had known Dr Mahathir since the 50s and Mustaffa's house used
to be a nmeeting place for Dr Mahathir and his friends.

Dr Mahathir is still a nenber of the Pekan Rabu Cooperative.
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