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M SI A A KEY COVPONENT | N GLOBAL | SLAM C LEADERSHI P

JOHOR BAHARU, June 8 (Bernamm) -- Ml aysia has been acknow edged by the
wor| d as a key conponent in the global Islamc | eadership, followingits
success in translating Islamas a way of life, said Johor Menteri Besar
Dat uk Abdul GChani O hman.

Unfortunately, he said the success of the country's | eadership under
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad in raising | slamto greater
hei ghts was negated by the action of a small group of Ml ays thensel ves for
political reasons.

"I't was overshadowed by their desire, solely of seeking political power
even to the extend of giving a narrowinterpretation of Islam" he saidin
hi s speech at the opening of the two-day Johor Umo Convention by Deputy
Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi here today.

Abdul Ghani said it negated Malaysia's efforts to correct the i nage of
Islamin the eyes of the world.

He said Mal aysia's ability in managi ng her econony had al so gai ned
worl d's attention.

On her own, he said Mal aysi a had not only succeeded i n overcoming the
wor | d economi ¢ crisis but al so recorded conti nuous growth and di stri buted
weal t h t hrough just partnership anong t he peopl e.
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