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M SIA AND | NDI A SET TO BOLSTER COOPERATI ON | N | NFORMATI ON TECHNOL OGY

By: Ahmad Zuki man Zain

HYDERABAD, Cct 16 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia and India are set to enhance
cooperation in the information technol ogy (I T) sector follow ng the
| andmark visit by Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad to the country's energing
I T hub here today.

The Prime M nister visited the Hyderabad I nformati on Technol ogy
Engi neering Consultancy (H -Tec City) in Madhapur, near here to get a
firsthand l ook at its infrastructure, which has attracted nmultinationals to
set up their branches there

Andhra Pradesh Chief M nister Chandrababu Nai du, who is instrumental in
maki ng this state capital an I T hub, briefed Dr Mahathir on the H -Tec city
whi ch was | aunched in 1997.

The Prime Mnister arrived this afternoon for a two-day stay at the
start of his three-nation visit, which includes Pakistan and Saudi Arabi a.

This is his first visit to Hyderabad, a bustling 400 year-old
metropolis of about 4.2 nmillion people.

After H -Tec, Dr Mahathir visited the nearby International Institute of
I nformati on Technology (I11T), referred here as the "Triple I T".

Started in 1998, the institute ains to devel op quality nmanpower at both
under graduat e and post-graduate levels as well as to conduct research and
devel op t echnol ogi es.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar, Works M nister Datuk Seri
S. Sany Vel lu and Energy, Comruni cations and Miultinedia Mnister Datuk Leo
Moggi e acconpani ed the Prinme M nister.

Dr Mahathir then visited I nfosys Technol ogi es, one of the top five
software conpanies in the world with export notching US$7.6 billion
(RMVR8.89 billion).

The Nasdag-listed Infosys is the first Indian conpany to be listed on
an Anerican stock exchange in 1999.

Its chairman, N. R Narayana Murthy told Dr Mahathir that the conpany,
whi ch has devel opment centres in eight cities in India and outside the
country, was keen to enhance cooperation with Ml aysi a.

Murthy is a nmenber of the International Advisory Panel (1AP) of
Mal aysia's Mul tinedi a Super Corridor (MSC)

A happy Nai du described Dr Mahathir's visit as good as he had been able
to see the H-Tec Cty, "Triple IT" and Infosys.

Tonmorrow, the Prine Mnister will visit Satyam another nmajor player in
India"s IT industry, before |eaving for New Del hi

"We are very happy to receive him His visit will give many advant ages.
It is awin-win situation for Mal aysia and India especially for Andhra
Pradesh, " Nai du tol d Bernana.

"Mal aysia is very strong in information technol ogy hardware and we are
very strong in software. So if both hardware and software are join
together, it will do wonders and create a win-win situation," he said.

He said he had been inspired by Mal aysia and Dr Mahathir had done very
well in preparing the Vision 2020.

"On that basis, | also prepared Vision 2020. Now our country is
preparing Vision 2020. W want to becone a devel oped nation in 20 years
time," said Naidu who tonight hoster a dinner for Dr Mahathir and his
del egati on.

- - BERNAMA

AZZ HK ABG



	M'SIA AND INDIA SET TO BOLSTER COOPERATION IN INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (Bernama 16/10/2002)

