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Mahat hi r - noni es
M SI A ASSURED OF SW SS COOPERATI ON | N TRACKI NG | LLEGAL MONI ES

By: Mohd Fi sol Jaafar

BERN, June 10 (Bernama) -- The Swi ss government has assured Ml aysi a
its fullest cooperation in facilitating investigations of illegal nonies
stashed in the Swi ss banking system Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir sai d today.

He said this would help Malaysia in its probe into financial crine
activities and in particular, the Perwaja case in which sone of its funds
were all egedly deposited in Sw ss banks.

Speaking at a joint press conference with Sw ss President Kaspar
Villiger after a delegation neeting between both governnments at Manor Lohn
here, the Prine Mnister said the Swi ss governnment expl ai ned that such a
cooperation woul d not contravene the secrecy rulings of its banking act and
that it would not support any crimnal use of the Swi ss banki ng system

"The Swi ss government has reassured that funds obtained fromillega
means i s not subject to the secrecy act of the country's banking | aws," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir is on the second of his three-day official visit to
Swit zer | and.

President Villiger confirned at the press conference that his
governnent woul d allow investigations into cases of suspected noney
| aundering or any ill-gotten nonies stashed in the Swi ss banki ng system

To a question whether the Swi ss governnent woul d renove the secrecy
provisions in its banking system Villiger said that could not be
absol ut el y enforced.

He said such a systemhad been in place in Switzerland over the past 30
years and it would be difficult to obtain a consensus in the governnment and
the people on this nmatter.

"It's adifficult risk. | feel the Swi ss people would prefer to change
their finance mnister rather than to change their banking rules,” said
Villiger who is also Swi ss Finance M nister.

Dr Mahathir also said that Ml aysia had agreed to reopen its embassy
here after closing it in Cctober 1993.

Prime Mnister said there was now a need to reopen the enbassy
foll owi ng hei ghtened di plomatic and trade relations with Switzerl and.

He said two other issues were discussed in the neeting, nanely Bruno
Manser, the Swi ss national who clainmed to be chanpioning for the rights of
t he nomadi ¢ Penans in Sarawak, and nmenberships in the Internationa
Tel ecommuni cation Council (I1TU), of which both Malaysia and Switzerl and
wer e bidding for.

He said Mal aysi a had expl ained to the Swi ss governnent that Manser had
entered Malaysia illegally and it was inpossible to keep track of his
wher eabout s.

Dr Mahathir said efforts to trace himhad been futile and the
authorities were unable to ascertain as to whether he is still alive or
al ready dead i n Mal aysi a.

But peopl e who were working with himor have had contacts with himhad
surrendered his bel ongings to the government which had turned themover to
the Swi ss governnent to be handed over to his famly, he said.

President Villiger said both he and Dr Mahathir al so exchanged vi ews on
terrorismand other international issues, including the Pal estine-I|srae
conflict.

Villiger said he agreed with Dr Mahathir's stance that there should be
an international efforts in conbating terrorismand on his opinion that one



shoul d al so | ook at the cause of terrorism

Dr Mahathir later returned to Zurich, sonme 130km from here, by a
fast-speed train.

Earlier, the Prime Mnister toured the Sauber Petronas Engi neering AG
plant in Hnwil, where he was briefed on the devel opnent of Petronas's
aut onobi | e engi ne programme.

There, Dr Mahathir net 16 young Petronas engi neers who are entrusted
with the task of devel opi ng Mal aysia's own autonobile, which Petronas hopes
to put into comercial production by 2004.
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