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The rush to Russia begins

Errol Oh

RUSSIA is not quite a top holiday destinati on anong Ml aysi ans, but that
may soon change. When Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad mnet
Russi an President Vladimr Putin in Modscow | ast March, they agreed that
the two countries should find ways to work together in tourism

This is certainly good news for d obal Holidays Sdn Bhd, which has
specialised in travel to Russia since 1988. The conpany is also a
preferred sal es agent for Russian airline Aeroflot.

Such is ( obal Holidays' experience and expertise in handling Russia-
bound travellers that the Russian Enbassy in Kuala Lunmpur has been known
to recommend woul d-be tourists to go to the agency for assistance with
their visa applications (which can get rather conplicated).
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According to the conpany's executive director, Azm Ahmad, the good
rel ati ons between the two governments and the increase in Russia-Mlaysia
busi ness connections have resulted in nore Ml aysians visiting the forner
Soviet republic. "W see growh every year. Last year, for exanple, we
sent about 20 per cent nore travellers to Russia that we had the previous
year,' he says.

This is a stark contrast to howit was when d obal Holidays first
of fered holidays to the then Soviet Union. "Back then, nobody thought
about vacationing in Russia,' Azm recalls.

Now t hat Russia is a market econony, it is warmng up to the idea that a
healthy tourismindustry will help it achi eve econom c success. And it has
much to offer. Gven its vastness, Russia has no shortage of tourist
attractions, both natural and man-made. Its rich history and cul ture add
to its appeal as a holiday destination

"Russia is truly unique. It's totally different fromany other country.
It has its own identity and the people cling fiercely to this identity,
Azm explains. “There's so much culture and history to take in.'

d obal Holidays' nost popul ar tour package to Russia is an eight-day
trip to Mbscow and St Petersburg (Azm's favourite Russian city). Tour
hi ghlights include visits to the Kremin, the Red Square and the State
Hermi t age Museum The tourists also get to sanple Russian cuisine.

d obal Holidays is owned and managed by a team of entrepreneurs. “W are
sensitive to the everchanging trends in the travel industry,' says Azm.
“A personal and caring approach, and our deci siveness are hall marks of our
service.'
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