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Mahat hi r - Bavari a
M SI A HAS MUCH TO LEARN FROM BAVARI A, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

By: Abdul Miin Abdul Mijid

MUNI CH, March 19 (Bernana) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
Mal aysi a has nmuch to learn fromBavaria which has transfornmed, over a
relatively short period of tine, froman agricultural econony to the nopst
dynam ¢ and nodern industrial state in Germany.

The Prime M nister described the Bavarian capital of Minich as a
beautiful city which had managed to blend history and tradition with its
nmodern status as the high-tech centre of this country.

In his speech at a dinner hosted in his honour by M nister President of
Bavaria Dr Ednmund Stoi ber here Monday night, Dr Mahathir congratul ated the
state for its success.

"Today, Bavaria is still known for its picturesque nmountains and
rolling farm ands, its cuckoo cl ocks and Cctober Fest. But Bavaria is today
al so the nost prosperous state in Germany," he said.

Dr Mahathir will travel to the German capital of Berlin Tuesday after
starting his three-day official visit to Germany in Minich yesterday.

Bavaria is the largest of Gernmany's 16 states with an area of 70,552 sq
km |t has over 12 million inhabitants and is |ocated in southern Germany.
Muni ch has over one nillion popul ati on.

The state accounts for 32 per cent of the German Gross Donestic
Product .

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia was quite al ready known to nmany investors
fromBavaria and that he could assunme they felt Ml aysia offered a
profitable and safe place for their investnents.

"W would Iike to assure you that Malaysia will continue to be a safe
and stable place for your investnents," he said.

The Prime Mnister said there was so nmuch that Mal aysia could offer
i nvestors fromBavaria

"While we are open to all val ue-added and hi gh-tech ventures, we are
particularly interested in information and communi cati on technol ogy and t he
mul ti medi a," he added.

Many worl d cl ass conpani es such as Si enens and BMN are headquartered in
Muni ch.

The di nner was al so attended by the Prime Mnister's wife Datin Seri Dr
Siti Hasmah Mohamed Al

At an earlier function, Dr Mahathir told a gathering of some 200
Mal aysi an students and nenbers of the Mal aysian conmunity in Gernmany that
they should not only study or work but also | earn about the val ue system
and et hics of the people of Bavaria which had contributed to the
devel opnent of the state

He said this would include being hospitable to foreigners.

"One day Mal aysia can be as rich as Bavaria and at that stage, we nust
al so think about hel ping others, just like the facilities that we get to
use in Bavaria to acquire skills and know edge," he said.

Meanwhi | e, at a di al ogue session with German busi nessnen at the
Mal aysi an- Ger man Busi ness Di al ogue Monday, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysi a woul d
uphol d patent rights and intellectual property because it was as nuch in
the country's interest to do so as it was in the interest of those who had
registered their rights.

"It is not inour interest to all ow people to breach patent |aws. W
have a bi g enforcenent body which conmes under the Mnistry of Donestic
Trade and Consuner Affairs, and they really go round to confiscate, arrest



peopl e who copy (illegally)," he said.

To a question, Dr Mahathir said any country that tried to change
suddenly, even if it was for the better, would face trenmendous probl ens.

"When we change, we shoul d change slowy, gradually. The problemwi th
some countries |ike forner Conmuni st countries was that they suddenly
switched to a free market and denocratic system and the whole thing
col | apsed.

"It is not that changing is bad, becomng a free market or denpbcracy is
bad. It is just that the change is too rapid,"” he said.
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