09/ 09/ 2002

“Mal aysia is not anti-Indonesia'

PANGKOR, Sun. - Malaysia is repatriating illegal workers, including

I ndonesi ans, because it has to protect the security of its own people and
the |l ocal workforce, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said

t oday.

He said Mal aysia was not anti-lndonesia in any way, even if its flag was
burnt by Indonesians recently outside its enbassy in Jakarta in protest of
the repatriation exercise.

"We can't respond to such things," he said in reply to a question at the
Pangkor Retreat dial ogue, on the nass deportation of |ndonesian workers.

He said the country needed the workers but wanted themto enter the
country legally and with proper docunents.

He said this was because many illegals could not find jobs and had
turned to crine.

He added it was not only the Indonesians who were deported but also the
Bangl adeshis, Filipinos and other nationalities. Dr Mahathir said the
Governnment realised that the construction industry hired many ill egal
wor kers and ran into problens when they were sent hone.

However, the conpanies had to make the effort to hire only | ega
wor ker s.

He said this problemwas the result of two nei ghbours being at different
| evel s of devel opnent.

Since the amesty ended on July 31, and new imrigration | aws canme into
force, many illegals had been sentenced to jail and rotan, before being
deport ed.

Thi s had caused a public outcry in Indonesia and the Philippines, who
claimthat their nationals were being m streated.
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