04 DEC 2002
Mahat hir-Australia
M SI A MAY RETH NK COOPERATI ON W TH AUSTRALI A, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 4 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
today that Malaysia nmay have to rethink its cooperation with Australia in
fighting terrorismif Canberra continues to blane others for purportedly
not doi ng enough to wi pe out the scourge.

The prinme mnister said the attitude of the Australian governnment in
dealing with terrorismwould certainly not be very welcone and this m ght
cause it to lose out in the war against terror.

"W are cooperating as nmuch as we can today in the fight agai nst
terrorism But if they are going to blane us, we will have to rethink about
cooperating with them" he told reporters after visiting Sianese tw ns
Azanma and Azam Kamarul zaman, who have been successfully separated, at the
Kual a Lunmpur Hospital here.

Dr Mahat hir was respondi ng to questions surroundi ng the statement by
Australian Prinme M nister John Howard on Sunday that he would not hesitate
to launch pre-enptive strikes against terrorists in neighbouring countries
if they planned to attack Australian interests.

This has sparked angry reactions fromaround the regi on but Howard
yest erday deni ed that his comrents about possible pre-enptive action
against terrorists in other countries had damaged Australia' s rel ations
with its nei ghbours.

When asked whet her the Asean countries should make a collective stand
agai nst Australia, Dr Mahathir said: "I do not know what is the attitude of
Asean countri es.

"(Not) all of them have made their stand. The Philippines is obviously
critical. So is Indonesia. | don't know about Thail and, other countries
have not responded. So we cannot say it is Asean's stand at the nmoment," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia would continue to oppose it if Australia
tried to intrude in Mal aysia w thout perm ssion.

"It's alright, he can nmake his decision. If he cones to our country, we
know what to do," he said.

- - BERNAMA

RZS MAM JK



	M'SIA MAY RETHINK COOPERATION WITH AUSTRALIA, SAYS PM (Bernama 04/12/2002)

