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Mahat hi r - Wat er
M SI A MAY REVI SE UPWARD | TS WATER PRI CE PROPCSAL- DR M

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 23 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
today the governnent may ask Singapore to pay nore than 60 sen for every
1,000 gallons of raw water it buys from Ml aysi a.

The Prime M nister the new price would be negotiated with Singapore
based on the current market price.

"That is for us to negotiate, you see what is the true price? Wen you
buy sonmething it nust reflect market price."

"You can't expect special price on the basis of sone ancient piece of
paper," he told reporters after closing the international semnar on "Gold
Dinars in Multil ateral Trades" here today.

He was asked to comrent on a news report from Singapore quoting himas
saying that the republic had revised its initial proposal from45 sen to 12
sen for every 1,000 gallons of raw water it bought from Ml aysi a.

"They proposed 45 sen but now they have reduced it to 12 sen, so
think we should revise our proposal and ask for 60 sen or nore," he said.

"W have given an undertaking that we will always supply Singapore with
sufficient water for its needs, which nmeans water for drinking, bathing,
and for washing and not water to sell and nake trenendous profits," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

He said Singapore sold 1,000 gallons of treated water to ships for S$20
whi ch was equi val ent to RV40.

"You buy something at three sen, clean it a little bit, and then you
sell it at RMA0, how many per cent is that?

"They are conplaining that we are asking for a price that is 1,000 per
cent (nore), but fromthree sen to RW0, how nany percent is that? | am not
a good mat hematici an, ™ he said.

He said the downward revision of water pricing by Singapore showed that
the country was not keen to settle the issue

He said Singapore believed that for as long as the water price problem
was not settled, they could continue to get water at three sen.

On whet her the downward revision of water price by Singapore woul d nean
that Mal aysia and Si ngapore were goi ng back to square one, the Prine
M ni ster said:

"No, not square one, its progress, fromthree sen to 12 sen, that is
400 per cent increase.”

Asked why was it so difficult to find a mddle ground for the water
price, Dr Mahathir said:

"Well their mddle ground is to suggest 45 sen, our nmiddle ground is 60
sen, now they reduce it to 12 sen, our middl e ground woul d be nore than 60
sen. "

Asked whet her the governnent had decided to take action agai nst Rohan
Qunaratna, the author of the book "Al -Qaeda: d obal Network of Terror", Dr
Mahat hir said they were studying the book.

"According to the book that we have with us, it does not really say
that the Barisan Nasional is linked to Al-Qaeda but it does say that the BN
has sonme contacts with MLF (Mro Islamc Liberation Front)."

"The BN gover nnent does have contact with MLF because we were hel ping
the Philippine Governnent to resolve their problens in the south," he said.

Representatives of the MLF were here sonetine ago and they signed an
agreerment with the Philippines, wtnessed by Ml aysi an Gover nnent
representatives.



Dr Mahathir said the United Nations had not responded to the protest
made by Ml aysi a agai nst the report which Iinked Malaysia with the
Al - Qaeda.

"The UN Report clearly links the Barisan Nasional to the Al -Qaeda but
Gunaratna's book does not say Al -Qaeda, it says with the MLF, " he said.

The Prime Mnister said Malaysia was still interested in knowi ng how
Gunaratna got information about Ml aysia in his book.

Asked to comrent on the anti-terror decree signed by President
Megawati, Dr Mahathir said he believed that because of what happened in
Bali, it would strengthen her hand in handling this issue.

"If she had done it before, there may be accusations that she was
trying to suppress the Muslins or sonething else, but nowthis thing has

happened, | think Indonesians by and | arge agree and support the view that
there are terrorists in Indonesia and they nust be handl ed," he said.
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