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Pol i cy-Japan
M SI A NOT TURNI NG AWAY FROM JAPAN | N LOOK EAST POLI CY

By: Ahmad Fuad Yahya

TOKYO, Dec 12 (Bernamm) -- Malaysia is not turning away fromJapan in its
Look East Policy although it is nowl ooking nore at South Korea and Chi na.

Chi ef Executive Oficer and Chairman of the Mal aysian Institute of Strategic
and I nternational Studies (lIsis) Tan Sri Dr Noordi n Sopi ee sai d Mal aysi a woul d
continue to | ook at Japan because there were still alot of lessons to |learn
fromthe country.

"Ml aysia is now much nore | ooki ng at Sout h Korea and Chi na, but this does
not mean we are turning away from Japan

"It means spending nore tine to understand what we can | earn from Sout h
Korea and what we can |l earn from Chi na. W have just begun our interlectua
journey of | earning fromJapan," he said during the panel discussion at the
sem nar of the 20th anniversary of the Look East Policy, here today.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad del i vered his keynote address
at the semnar.

During t he panel discussion, Prof Toshi o Wat anabe of Takushoku Uni versity,
sai d that the Japanese position in the Look East Policy was rapidly declining.

He said after seeing the | ast decade of the Japanese econony in the 1990s
Dr Mahathir's viewon the policy seens to have undergone significant change.

Mal aysi a, he said, was now | ooki ng nore at South Korea and woul d al so | ook
at China under the Look East Policy.

El aborating on the | essons | earnt fromJapan under the policy, Dr Noordin
sai d they included an i dea whi ch Mal aysi a had used in its Vision 2020 pl an of
turning the country into a devel oped country.

The vi sion, he said, was inspired by a Japanese expert who was involved in
t he Japan i ncome doubling pl an.

"Vision 2020 i s actually an i ncone doubling pl an, whereby over 30 years,
every 10 years you double (the inconme) so that at the end of 30 years, you are
eight tines richer than you were in year one," he said.

Anot her | esson that Ml aysia had | earnt was that for the first tine, it
under st ood t hat noderni sati on di d not mean West er ni sati on

"By | ooki ng at Japan, we understood that there is nore than one way to
nmoderni se and this is anincredibly inportant | esson because for nost of us we
must norderni se, we nust advance but on the basis of our own cul tural val ues
wi t hout destroying the val ues that we nust have,"” he said

Dr Noordin said Japan was not a Western country and it had proven to the
rest of the world that it could becone a devel oped nation in its own way.

"The Look East Policy, w thout any doubt, has al ways been a success. | think
it goes beyond the 6,600 peopl e who were trained in Japan under this policy.

"If you come to Malaysia, you will knowthat we are quite different from
what we were 20 years ago

"Twenty years ago, our econony was essentially based on agricul ture and
petrol eum Today by nobst neasurenent, Malaysiais the third nost industrialised
econony in the world," he said.

The Isis chairman said al though the position was not very good because rea
weal th cones fromthe post-industrial economny, Ml aysia was only hal fway to
where it was going.

Dr Noordin said Ml aysia had al so recently fornul ated its know edge- econony
mast er plan based on the way the Japanese nanaged things - the bottomup
appr oach.

For hundreds of years, people only knewthat the best way to do pl anni ng was
to put the smartest people in a roomand t hen make themwork very hard so that



they came forth with a wonderful plan, subnmit to the governnent for approval and
then sell it to the people, he said.

"What we learnt fromthe Japanese is that there i s another way of doingit.

"I n working out the k-econony master plan, we went to the people first,
al t hough we knew what we want to recomend and what we want to do, it was
brought to the people and it was a travelling showin every state in the
country, so that by the time the government adopted the plan we don't have to
sell it any nore," he said.
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