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M SI A READY TO PROBE ANY REPORT OF | LL- TREATMENT OF | LLEGALS

PUTRAJAYA, Aug 29 (Bernamm) -- Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d
Al bar today advi sed those with specific conplaints about the treatnent of
illegal immgrants by Mal aysia to register themthrough the proper channel,
pl edgi ng that the government will get to the bottomof it.

"If there are any incidents that they are not satisfied with, the best
way for themis to bring themup through the diplomatic channel and we will
investigate," hetold reporters after receiving a visit by menbers of the
Constitution Council of Canbodi a here today.

However, Syed Hamid said so far he had not recei ved any conpl ai nt of
ill-treatnent of illegal inmgrants who were being deported back to their
countries conprising nostly I ndonesi ans and Filipinos as well as
Bangl adeshi s, I ndi ans and Myanmar national s.

He was respondi ng to queries over reports which all eged that a nunber
of illegal inmgrants fromthe Philippines and I ndonesia, including
infants, had died while in the process of being deported to their
respective countries.

The m ni ster said given that the deportati on exercise invol ved hundreds
of thousands of people, it was not fair to conclude that there nust have
been ill treatnent just because soneone had di ed.

Syed Hamid reiterated that in deporting the illegal inmgrants,

Mal aysi a was only exercising its right as a sovereign nation to ensure that
the country was free fromimmgrants who cane here wi t hout proper
docurent ati on, were jobl ess or choose to get involved in crininal
activities.

"We have to take action because it has becone a social burden to us.
Sone (are) involved in crinmnal activities, not to mention they nay be
expl oi ted by unscrupul ous enpl oyers," he said.

The m ni ster wondered why the all eged plight of theillegal inmgrants
wer e hi ghli ght ed now whi | e nobody nade any noi se about the crininal actions
previously conmitted by sone of them

Nevert hel ess, Syed Hami d said the bilateral relation between Ml aysi a
and the countries concerned was too valuable for it to be diverted by the
current situation

On the reported protest outside the Mal aysi an enbassy i n Manil a over

the alleged poor treatnment of the illegal inmmgrants, he said what was
i mportant was that people nust realise that Mal aysia' s acti ons were done
within the ambit of its | egal systemto tackle the problemof illega

inmmigrants in this country.

Syed Hami d said Kual a Lunpur had done rmuch by accepting Filipinos to
work in this country, enabling themto send noney back hone to help their
famlies inline with Malaysia's "prosper-thy-nei ghbour" spirit.

He said the action by the group of protesters who reportedly torched
pictures of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and burned t he
Jalur Gemilang did not reflect the good ties enjoyed by the two countri es.

"If they have anything specific then they have to | et us know. But
what ever we do, we have not done it arbitrarily or outside the scope of our
I aw, " he said.

On whet her | ndonesi an Peopl e' s Consul tative Assenbly Speaker Am en Rais
shoul d apol ogi se for criticisingthe whipping penalty inposed by the
Mal aysi an governnment on illegal inmmgrants, he said relations between the
t wo nei ghbouring countries shoul d not be soured by certain incidents al ong



t he way.

"Qur relations should not be situational. W see our bil ateral
relations on a long-termbasis based on what has been built by both sides
so far," he said.

Tensi on, he added, woul d not sol ve any probl em

Syed Hami d commended the | eaders of I ndonesia for being rational in
tackling the issue.

He said Mal aysia was not out to victimse any foreign countries and the
12 million tourists who came here | ast year attested to Kual a Lunpur's
visitor-friendly policy.

On arelated matter, Syed Hami d said the government had not banned
Mal aysi ans fromtravelling to I ndonesi a due to the all eged anti-Mal aysi a
feeling anmong certain | ndonesi ans.

He said those who felt unconfortable or worri ed about going to certain
parts of the republic should refrain fromproceedingwith their trave
pl ans.

In addition, he advi sed t hose who were going to I ndonesia to take al ong

the required docunents to avoid problens with the authorities there.
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