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Mahat hi r - Pal esti ne
M SI A READY TO SEND TROOPS AND MOUNT DI PLOVATI C CAMPAI GN FOR PALESTI NE

By: Mohd Arshi Daud and Khairdzir Yunus

RABAT, April 17 (Bernama) -- Malaysia is prepared to deploy its troops
to Palestine if the United Nations decides to send peacekeepi ng forces
there to stop the fighting between the Pal estinians and the Israeli troops,
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d Wednesday.

The prime mnister noted that many countries now felt the necessity to
have UN troops in Palestine to separate the two conbatants, although when
Mal aysi a advocated it previously, it was rejected, especially by Israel and
the Unlted States.

Speaking at a di al ogue with Mdroccan Islamc intellectuals, think tanks
and parlianentarians here, he said that today the world was divi ded over
t he Pal estini an i ssue.

"The European countries are not in favour of what (Israeli Prine
M nister) Ariel Sharon has been doing," he said.

Even Gernany, which had been feeling guilty about the Wrld War Two
hol ocaust, had now decided to condemm |sreal and cut off arns support to
the that country, he added.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia was not only prepared to hel p Pal estine by
di spatching troops there but also to carry out diplomatic canpaigns to win
support for that country.

"I"'mquite sure that if all of us do the sanme, we will be able to
achi eve success, " he added.

He al so said that the Pal estinians' act of self-defence, including
sui ci de bonbi ng, shoul d not be condemmed as they were desperate and had no
nmeans to defend thensel ves.

"But we can't say that suicide bonbing is not a terror attack. It is,
but it is justified because there is no other way out," he said.

The prime mnister said that if the world wanted an end to terrorism
it must put a stop to Israel's aggression on the Pal estini ans.

He said that in trying to resolve the conflict in Palestine, what was
needed was to do what was possi bl e.

"Today, the problemthat we face with Israel is that it has becone a
very powerful country backed by a (simlarly) very powerful country (the
US)," he added.

On another note, Dr Mahathir said that when Ml aysi a earned gl oba
respect, it was not his anmbition to be a Muslimleader in the world, but to
contribute "alittle" to Ml aysi a.

"If people think Malaysia is a good exanple, by all nmeans copy it. But
what we are trying to do in Malaysia is to prove that being Muslimis not
an obstacle to progress," he said.

He said Mal aysia attained stability and was thus able to progress
because Mal aysian Miuslins were able live not only anbng t hensel ves but al so
anong the non-Mislins

Meanwhi |l e, at a neeting and di al ogue with Ml aysi an students here, Dr
Mahat hir said he discussed the Pal estinian i ssue in an audi ence with King
Mohamred VI of Morocco in Agadir, a resort by the Atlantic Ocean south of
Mor occo, Tuesday.

He said he was scheduled to visit the United States next nonth and King
Mohamred VI al so proposed to go there, so they discussed the Pal estinian
i ssue so that both countries could present a commopn stand when they neet
Presi dent George W Bush.

He said he woul d al so di scuss the sane issue with Libyan | eader Miammar



Gaddafi at their neeting later.
Dr Mahathir is scheduled to visit Libya and Bahrain after Mborocco.
- - BERNAMA
MAD KHY JK



	M'SIA READY TO SEND TROOPS AND MOUNT DIPLOMATIC CAMPAIGN FOR PALESTINE (Bernama 17/04/2002)

