07 JAN 2002
Ham d- US
M SI A SAYS TIES WTH U. S. HAVE REACHED NEW HEI GHTS

PUTRAJAYA, Jan 7 (Bernama) -- Malaysia said its relations with the
United States have reached new heights with better understandi ng and cl oser
rapport between the two nations.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said the stronger
relati ons had al so hel ped themto exchange views and explain the policies
of each other nore effectively.

"As a trading nation we need a lot of friends and U S. is considered
one of the inportant ones," he told reporters after receiving 12 U. S
Congressional staffers at his office today.

The 12 staffers, who arrived here yesterday for a week-1ong visit,
woul d be holding talks with Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
and various organisations in the country to get a better understandi ng of
Mal aysi a' s international policies.

"These neetings and di scussi ons woul d enabl e us to give our perspective
on issues related to trade and terrorism W are confident that with the
under st andi ng and know edge about the two countries we could further
strengthen our ties," said Syed Ham d.

Mal aysia is Washington's 11th | argest trading partner while the
superpower is Malaysia's |argest trading partner. Trade between the two
nations is worth around RM20 billion a year.

Syed Hanid said the neeting with the Congressional staffers was
cordi al

"They are inpressed with our devel opnment and our noderate way of
runni ng the country. They feel confortable...we also want themto
appreci ate what we are doing in hel ping solve international problens," he
sai d.

The nminister said Mal aysia and the U S. had been exchanging visits and
hol di ng di al ogues and interactive sessions, and this had hel ped boost
bilateral ties.
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