22 AUG 2002
Syed Hani d- Phi | i ppi nes
M SI A TO ALLOW PHI LI PPI NE NAVAL SHI PS TO FI LI PI NOS HOVE

PUTRAJAYA, Aug 22 (Bernamm) -- Ml aysia has given diplomatic cl earance
for the Philippines to use its naval ships to ferry hone Filipino illega
i mmi grants from Sabah.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said the cl earance was
conveyed to Philippine Foreign Secretary Blas F. Ople follow ng a

di scussion on the deportation of Filipino illegal inmmgrants at their
meeti ng, here, today.

Thousands of illegals are waiting to go hone foll owi ng the enforcenent
of the anended | nm gration Act which provides for heavier penalties,
i ncl udi ng whi pping, for illegal imrgrants.

Syed Hanid said Opl e had asked for Mal aysia's cooperation to allow the
deportation of its citizen to be conducted snoothly.

"Mal aysia noted that it (deportation) will take tine because of the
probl em of transportion and he (Ople) asked for cooperation to all ow
Phi | i ppi ne naval ships in to snoothen the process,"” he told reporters after
t he hour-1ong di scussi on.

Opl e, who arrived here yesterday, is on a four-day fam liarisation tour
of Malaysia. This is his first visit here since his appointnent as
Phi | i ppi ne Foreign Secretary.

The naval ships would pick up the illegal Filipinos from Sandakan and
ferry themto Zanboanga City and Tawi Tawi in the southern M ndanao i sl and

Syed Hanid said he told Ople that the anmesty, which ended on July 31,
woul d not be extended and that any action taken against illegal inmmgrants
was i n accordance with the | aw.

"He had no objections to Mal aysia's actions,” he said.

Syed Hanid said they al so discussed bilateral, trade and econonic
relations and the need to re-activate the Brunei, |ndonesia, Mlaysia,

Phi | i ppi nes- East Asean Growth Area (Bi np-Eaga) fol oowi ng the econom ¢
recovery in the region.

He said Ml aysi a agreed that the Bi np- Eaga cooperation should be
revived but the matter of infrastructure and security in the regi on nust be
tackled first to enable economc activities to be stepped up

He said Ople also asked for joint patrols of the waters of both
countries to be stepped up to safeguard security and prevent terrorism
piracy and intrusion by illegal inmgrants.

Syed Hami d said he proposed that the Philippines speed up its progranme
to set up a consulate in Sabah to snobothen travel docunentation for its
citizens.

Asked for Ople's response to this, he said: "There was no firm
response. "

Syed Hami d al so said that the Mal aysi a- Phili ppines Joint Conmi ssion
nmeeting woul d be held in Davao i n Decenber.

He al so inforned Ople that the issue of the establishnent of the
Asean+3 secretariat was not over and expressed the hope that the
Phi | i ppi nes woul d support Mal aysia to nake the secretariat a reality.

Mal aysi a' s proposal that the Asean+3 secretariat be based in Kual a
Lunpur was turned down at the recent Asean Mnisterial Meeting (AMM in
Brunei on the ground that it would undernine the Asean secretariat in
Jakart a.

Syed Hanmid said Ople al so extended an invitation to Prime M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir to visit the Philippines.



Syed Hanmid, who | ater received Hungarian Deputy Foreign M nister Andras
Barsony, said they discussed bilateral rel ations, economn c cooperation and
i nvest ment s.

He said Hungary felt that Ml aysia was a strategi c and i nportant
country in the region and wanted bil ateral relations and cooperation
between the two countries to be stepped up.

Hungary al so offered educational opportunities in technol ogy and
medi ci ne to Mal aysi an students, he added.
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