22 AUG 2002
Syed Hani d- Phi | i ppi nes
M SI A TO ALLONPHI LI PPl NE NAVAL SHI PS TO FERRY FI LI PI NOS HOVE

PUTRAJAYA, Aug 22 (Bernamm) -- Mal aysi a has given di pl omatic cl earance
for the Philippines touseits naval ships to ferry hone Filipinoillega
i mm grants from Sabah

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said the cl earance was
conveyed to Philippine Foreign Secretary Blas F. Ople followi ng a

di scussion on the deportation of Filipinoillegal immigrants at their
neeti ng, here, today.

Thousands of illegals are waiting to go hone foll owi ng t he enforcenent
of the amended | mm gration Act which provides for heavier penalties,
i ncl udi ng whi pping, for illegal inmgrants.

Syed Hani d sai d Opl e had asked for Mal aysia's cooperation to allowthe
deportation of its citizen to be conducted snoothly.

"Mal aysia noted that it (deportation) will take ti me because of the
probl emof transportion and he (Ople) asked for cooperation to all ow
Phi | i ppi ne naval ships in to snmoothen the process,"” he told reporters after
t he hour-1ong di scussion

Opl e, who arrived here yesterday, is on a four-day faniliarisation tour
of Malaysia. This is his first visit here since his appoi ntnent as
Phi | i ppi ne Foreign Secretary.

The naval ships would pick up the illegal Filipinos fromSandakan and
ferry themto Zanboanga City and Tawi Tawi i n t he sout hern M ndanao i sl and.

Syed Hami d said he told Ople that the ammesty, which ended on July 31
woul d not be extended and that any action taken against illegal inmigrants
was i n accordance with the | aw

"He had no objections to Mal aysia's actions,"” he said.

Syed Hami d said they al so di scussed bilateral, trade and economi c
relations and the need to re-activate the Brunei, Indonesia, Ml aysia,

Phi | i ppi nes- East Asean Growth Area (Bi np- Eaga) fol oowi ng the econonic
recovery in the region.

He said Mal aysia agreed that the Bi np- Eaga cooperation should be
revived but the matter of infrastructure and security in the region nust be
tackled first to enabl e econonmic activities to be stepped up

He said Ople al so asked for joint patrols of the waters of both
countries to be stepped up to safeguard security and prevent terrorism
piracy and intrusion by illegal immgrants.

Syed Hami d sai d he proposed that the Philippines speed up its progranme
to set up a consul ate i n Sabah t o snmoot hen travel documentation for its
citizens.

Asked for Ople's response to this, he said: "There was no firm
response. "

Syed Hamid al so said that the Ml aysia-Philippines Joint Commri ssion
neeting woul d be held in Davao i n Decenber

He al so informed Opl e that the i ssue of the establishment of the
Asean+3 secretariat was not over and expressed the hope that the
Phi | i ppi nes woul d support Mal aysia to make the secretariat a reality.

Mal aysi a's proposal that the Asean+3 secretariat be based i n Kual a
Lunmpur was turned down at the recent Asean M nisterial Meeting (AMV in
Brunei on the ground that it woul d underni ne the Asean secretariat in
Jakart a.

Syed Hami d said Ople al so extended an invitationto Prime Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir to visit the Philippines.



Syed Hani d, who | ater recei ved Hungari an Deputy Foreign M ni ster Andras
Bar sony, said they discussed bilateral relations, econom ¢ cooperation and
i nvest nent s.

He said Hungary felt that Mal aysia was a strategi c and i nportant
country in the region and wanted bil ateral rel ati ons and cooperation
bet ween the two countries to be stepped up.

Hungary al so of fered educati onal opportunities in technol ogy and
nmedi ci ne to Mal aysi an students, he added.
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