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Sport s- Sepakt akr aw
SEPAKTAKRAW SQUAD SEEKI NG FRI ENDLY MATCHES BEFORE ASI AD ACTI ON

KOTA BAHARU, Aug 26 (Bernama) -- The national sepaktakraw squad will
probably be involved in a series of friendly matches before | eaving for the
Asi an Ganes in Busan next nonth

Team manager Tengku Adnan Tengku Bur hanuddi n sai d t he mat ches had yet
to be arranged but would likely be held early next nonth.

"W are trying to arrange a series of matches with teans |ike
Thai l and,"” he tol d Bernama here today.

If the effort failed, then the teamwoul d settle for friendly matches
with | ocal sides taking part in the National Sepaktakraw Grand Prix, said
Tengku Adnan.

He said it was inportant that the national players play a series of
friendly matches to gauge their performance before | eaving for Busan

Dr Mahathir said that inthe end, it was for the good of the genuine
institutions that LAN ensured standards were nai ntai ned so that they were
free of the bad reputation brought about by the "fly-by-night" operators
and their conpetition for students.

"I't may be necessary, at a later stage, to charge for the certificates
accorded the genuine institutions," he said.

On another note, Dr Mahathir said that with the need for nore people to
acqui re know edge, part-tine educati on had becone very inportant and open
uni versities could easily acconmmpdate the irregular tine that part-tinme
st udent s needed.

He said that this way, workers coul d get an opportunity to get better
education and qualification while they work.

"Clearly, there is a big role for of f-canmpus distant |earning
institutions. It will probably becone bi gger than on-canpus university
education,"” he said, adding that it would hel p produce the know edge
wor kers so essential for the country's information technology (IT) and
know edge- based i ndustri es.

To extend the teaching of Science, Technol ogy and Mat hematics to
of f-canpus students, the Prime Mnister saidthat a field that required
attention was the devel opnent of educational software.

Dr Mahathir said that in the past and even now, books and journals
hel ped t o nake know edge avail abl e t o a bi gger nunber of students but
conput er educati onal software would be able to do the job nore effectively.

It was inmperative, he said, that universities contribute to the
t eachi ng and devel opnent of software progranm ng skills.

"There is no doubt that the country with the greatest nunber of
software witers and engineers will help in the spread of know edge.

Uni versities cannot neglect this disciplineif they want to be recogni sed
as premer universities," he said.

The OUMis housed in the former Pulic Services Departnent Conplex in
Jal an Tun Isnmail and has established 25 | earni ng centres throughout the
country.

In addition, it has made English as well as Entrepreneurship and
Pr of essi onal Ethics conpul sory subj ects.
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